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This book is a short introduction to one of the most remarkable transformations in the modern world that many people still
do not know about. In 1900 more than 80 percent of the world's Christians lived in Europe and North America and nearly
all of the world's missionaries were sent out "from the West to the rest." In a dramatic turn of events Christianity
experienced a decidedly "Southern shift" during the twentieth century. Today nearly 70 percent of the world's 2.5 billion
Christians live in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, while nearly half of all missionaries are being sent out into all the world
from places like Brazil, Ethiopia, and South Korea. This book is intended to change the way readers think about the
church and challenge the way the Western Christians engage in contemporary missions.
The story of Christianity is an immeasurably fascinating one. A faith that began in Roman occupied Palestine, as a small
and fugitive faction within Judaism, grew, thrived and finally "conquered" the empire that had sought to exterminate it.
Then, over many centuries and in many lands, it became the vital source from which new civilizations sprang. At times,
its geographical range expanded mightily, at others contracted perilously. At times, the church proved heroically true to
its deepest moral principles; at others, inexcusably traitorous to them. But, by the beginning of the 21st century, this faith
that began in such fragility, and that became so powerful--even though its temporal power has now receded in its historic
homelands--is the most widespread and diverse of all religions. Christianity is rapidly taking root in cultures very different
from those in which it was born and in which it once flourished, and is assuming configurations that could not have been
anticipated a century ago. In The Story of Christianity, the distinguished theologian David Bentley Hart provides a broad
picture of Christian history. Presented in 50 short chapters--each focusing on a critical facet of Christian history or
theology, and each amplified by timelines, quotations, and color images--his magisterial account does full justice to the
range of Christian tradition, belief and practice--Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, Evangelical,
Coptic, Chaldean, Ethiopian Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Malankaran, to name but a few of the many possibilities.
From the persecutions of the early church to the papal-imperial conflicts of the Middle Ages, from the religious wars of
16th and 17th-century Europe to the challenges of science and secularism in the modern era, and from the ancient
Christian communities of Africa and Asia to the "house churches" of contemporary China, The Story of Christianity
triumphantly captures the heterogeneous richness of Christian history.
Includes timelines, display quotations, and profiles of the key personalities who shaped the course of the history of the
Christian faith. Contains 150 color images.
Acts is the sequel to Luke's gospel and tells the story of Jesus's followers during the 30 years after his death. It describes
how the 12 apostles, formerly Jesus's disciples, spread the message of Christianity throughout the Mediterranean
against a background of persecution. With an introduction by P.D. James
Written by a team of top experts on the history of Christianity, this lucid and often witty book celebrates the highlights of
two millennia of religious thought and practice. Each author describes Christianity's most fascinating contributions to the
history of western civilization. Theresulting book is one of different approaches to the different periods, from the early
Church right up to the twentieth century. The authors chose their highlights with care. The selection provides a framework
of development giving new insights into what it means to be a twenty-first century Christian. Readers can enjoy any of
these essays in its own right; individually each chapter shows the changes of development in thehistory of ideas: the very
changes of atmosphere. This book gains its full effect, therefore, by being read in the round. As a finale, the Bishop of
Oxford, Richard Harries, concludes with a thought for the future: How should Christianity proceed into the new
millennium?
For too long, the history of Christianity has been told as the triumph of orthodox doctrine imposed through power and
hierarchy. In A People's History of Christianity, historian and religion expert Diana Butler Bass reveals an alternate
history that includes a deep social ethic and far-reaching inclusivity: "the other side of the story" is not a modern
phenomenon, but has always been practiced within the church. Butler Bass persuasively argues that corrective—even
subversive—beliefs and practices have always been hallmarks of Christianity and are necessary to nourish communities
of faith. In the same spirit as Howard Zinn's groundbreaking work The People's History of the United States, Butler Bass's
A People's History of Christianity brings to life the movements, personalities, and spiritual disciplines that have always
informed and ignited Christian worship and social activism. A People's History of Christianity authenticates the vital,
emerging Christian movements of our time, providing the historical evidence that celebrates these movements as
thoroughly Christian and faithful to the mission and message of Jesus.
This compelling and complex account of Christianity is a superb way to discover the history of the world's most widely
practiced religion. The result of a unique collaboration between a Catholic and a Protestant author, this sumptuously
illustrated book explores everything from the many Christian denominations to where the Christian church is heading
today, in an authoritative and accessible way.
The third edition of Christianity Through the Centuries brings the reader up-to-date by discussing events and
developments in the church into the 1990s. This edition has been redesigned with new typography and greatly improved
graphics to increase clarity, accessibility, and usefulness. - New chapters examine recent trends and developments
(expanding the last section from 2 chapters to 5) - New photos. Over 100 photos in all -- more than twice the number in
the previous edition - Single-column format for greater readability and a contemporary look - Improved maps (21) and
charts (39) Building on the features that have made Christianity Through the Centuries an indispensable text, the author
not only explains the development of doctrines, movements, and institutions, but also gives attention to "the impact of
Christianity on its times and to the mark of the times on Christianity."
Christianity has played a central role in world history, for better or worse, but beyond the story of Jesus, many people know little of
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this story. Geoffrey Blainey takes readers on a journey from the very beginnings of Christianity through to the current day.
Healing is one of the most constant themes in the long and sprawling history of Christianity. Jesus himself performed many
miracles of healing. In the second century, St. Ignatius was the first to describe the eucharist as the medicine of immortality.
Prudentius, a 4th-century poet and Christian apologist, celebrated the healing power of St. Cyprian's tongue. Bokenham, in his
15th-century Legendary, reported the healing power of milk from St. Agatha's breasts. Zulu prophets in 19th-century Natal
petitioned Jesus to cure diseases caused by restless spirits. And Mary Baker Eddy invoked the Science of Divine Mind as a
weapon against malicious animal magnetism. In this book Amanda Porterfield demonstrates that healing has played a major role
in the historical development of Christianity as a world religion. Porterfield traces the origin of Christian healing and maps its
transformations in the ancient, medieval, and modern worlds. She shows that Christian healing had its genesis in Judean beliefs
that sickness and suffering were linked to sin and evil, and that health and healing stemmed from repentance and divine
forgiveness. Examining Jesus' activities as a healer and exorcist, she shows how his followers carried his combat against sin and
evil and his compassion for suffering into new and very different cultural environments, from the ancient Mediterranean to modern
America and beyond. She explores the interplay between Christian healing and medical practice from ancient times up to the
present, looks at recent discoveries about religion's biological effects, and considers what these findings mean in light of ages-old
traditions about belief and healing. Changing Christian ideas of healing, Porterfield shows, are a window into broader changes in
religious authority, church structure, and ideas about sanctity, history, resurrection, and the kingdom of God. Her study allows us
to see more clearly than ever before that healing has always been and remains central to the Christian vision of sin and
redemption, suffering and bodily resurrection.
This superb volume provides the first genuinely global one-volume history of the rise and development of the Christian faith. An
international team of specialists takes seriously the geographical diversity of the Christian story, discussing the impact of
Christianity not only in the West but also in Latin America, Africa, India, the Orient and Australasia.
A major history title, to accompany the TV series, 2000 years, presented by Melyvn Bragg. Spanning 20 episodes, Two Thousand
Year will chart the progress of the Christian World and the development of western culture.
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this exciting book, Paula
Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new Christian communities
interpreted his mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This edition includes an introduction
reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and theology. "Brilliant and lucidly written, full of
original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a
first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen confronts her documents—principally the writings of the New
Testament—as an archaeologist would an especially rich complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary images from
historical fact. As she does so, she explains the images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul,
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor
The Vanishing reveals the plight and possible extinction of Christian communities across Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon and
Palestine after 2,000 years in their historical homeland. Some of the countries that first nurtured and characterized Christianity along the North African Coast, on the Euphrates and across the Middle East and Arabia - are the ones in which it is likely to first go
extinct. Christians are already vanishing. We are past the tipping point, now tilted toward the end of Christianity in its historical
homeland. Christians have fled the lands where their prophets wandered, where Jesus Christ preached, where the great Doctors
and hierarchs of the early church established the doctrinal norms that would last millennia. From Syria to Egypt, the cities of
northern Iraq to the Gaza Strip, ancient communities, the birthplaces of prophets and saints, are losing any living connection to the
religion that once was such a characteristic feature of their social and cultural lives. In The Vanishing, Janine di Giovanni has
combined astonishing journalistic work to discover the last traces of small, hardy communities that have become wisely fearful of
outsiders and where ancient rituals are quietly preserved amid 360 degree threats. Di Giovanni's riveting personal stories and her
conception of faith and hope are intertwined throughout the chapters. The book is a unique act of pre-archeology: the last chance
to visit the living religion before all that will be left are the stones of the past.
Co-written by a Roman Catholic priest and a Protestant minister, this history of the Christian religion traces the two-thousand-year
development of the world's largest organized religion, from its Old Testament roots to the present day
New, accessible overview of the global history of Christianity
DIVOverwhelming evidence reveals contemporary Christianity roots in Pentecost!/div
2000 Years Of Charismatic ChristianityA 21st century look at church history from a pentecostal/charismatic prospectiveCharisma Media
THE NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER As seen on The Joe Rogan Experience! A groundbreaking dive into the role psychedelics have
played in the origins of Western civilization, and the real-life quest for the Holy Grail that could shake the Church to its foundations. The most
influential religious historian of the 20th century, Huston Smith, once referred to it as the "best-kept secret" in history. Did the Ancient Greeks
use drugs to find God? And did the earliest Christians inherit the same, secret tradition? A profound knowledge of visionary plants, herbs and
fungi passed from one generation to the next, ever since the Stone Age? There is zero archaeological evidence for the original Eucharist –
the sacred wine said to guarantee life after death for those who drink the blood of Jesus. The Holy Grail and its miraculous contents have
never been found. In the absence of any hard data, whatever happened at the Last Supper remains an article of faith for today’s 2.5 billion
Christians. In an unprecedented search for answers, The Immortality Key examines the archaic roots of the ritual that is performed every
Sunday for nearly one third of the planet. Religion and science converge to paint a radical picture of Christianity’s founding event. And after
centuries of debate, to solve history’s greatest puzzle. Before the birth of Jesus, the Ancient Greeks found salvation in their own sacraments.
Sacred beverages were routinely consumed as part of the so-called Ancient Mysteries – elaborate rites that led initiates to the brink of death.
The best and brightest from Athens and Rome flocked to the spiritual capital of Eleusis, where a holy beer unleashed heavenly visions for two
thousand years. Others drank the holy wine of Dionysus to become one with the god. In the 1970s, renegade scholars claimed this beer and
wine – the original sacraments of Western civilization – were spiked with mind-altering drugs. In recent years, vindication for the disgraced
theory has been quietly mounting in the laboratory. The constantly advancing fields of archaeobotany and archaeochemistry have hinted at
the enduring use of hallucinogenic drinks in antiquity. And with a single dose of psilocybin, the psychopharmacologists at Johns Hopkins and
NYU are now turning self-proclaimed atheists into instant believers. But the smoking gun remains elusive. If these sacraments survived for
thousands of years in our remote prehistory, from the Stone Age to the Ancient Greeks, did they also survive into the age of Jesus? Was the
Eucharist of the earliest Christians, in fact, a psychedelic Eucharist? With an unquenchable thirst for evidence, Muraresku takes the reader on
his twelve-year global hunt for proof. He tours the ruins of Greece with its government archaeologists. He gains access to the hidden
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collections of the Louvre to show the continuity from pagan to Christian wine. He unravels the Ancient Greek of the New Testament with the
world’s most controversial priest. He spelunks into the catacombs under the streets of Rome to decipher the lost symbols of Christianity’s
oldest monuments. He breaches the secret archives of the Vatican to unearth manuscripts never before translated into English. And with
leads from the archaeological chemists at UPenn and MIT, he unveils the first scientific data for the ritual use of psychedelic drugs in classical
antiquity. The Immortality Key reconstructs the suppressed history of women consecrating a forbidden, drugged Eucharist that was later
banned by the Church Fathers. Women who were then targeted as witches during the Inquisition, when Europe’s sacred pharmacology
largely disappeared. If the scientists of today have resurrected this technology, then Christianity is in crisis. Unless it returns to its roots.
Featuring a Foreword by Graham Hancock, the NYT bestselling author of America Before.
In this immensely readable and wide-ranging book the historian Bernard Lewis charts the successive transformations of the Middle East,
beginning with the two great empires, the Roman and the Persian, which disputed the region two thousand years ago; the development of
monotheism and the growth of Christianity; the astonishingly rapid rise and spread of Islam over a vast area; the waves of invaders from the
east and the Mongol hordes of Jengiz Khan; the rise of the Ottoman Turks in Anatolia, the Mamluks in Egypt and the Safavids in Iran; the
peak and decline of the great Ottoman state, and the changing balance of power between the Muslim and Christian worlds.
In a sweeping and vivid survey, renowned historian Bernard Lewis charts the history of the Middle East over the last 2,000 years, from the
birth of Christianity through the modern era, focusing on the successive transformations that have shaped it. Drawing on material from a
multitude of sources, including the work of archaeologists and scholars, Lewis chronologically traces the political, economical, social, and
cultural development of the Middle East, from Hellenization in antiquity to the impact of westernization on Islamic culture. Meticulously
researched, this enlightening narrative explores the patterns of history that have repeated themselves in the Middle East. From the ancient
conflicts to the current geographical and religious disputes between the Arabs and the Israelis, Lewis examines the ability of this region to
unite and solve its problems and asks if, in the future, these unresolved conflicts will ultimately lead to the ethnic and cultural factionalism that
tore apart the former Yugoslavia. Elegantly written, scholarly yet accessible, The Middle East is the most comprehensive single volume
history of the region ever written from the world’s foremost authority on the Middle East.
The rapid growth of Christianity in the global south is not just a demographic shift—it is transforming the faith itself. The Encyclopedia of
Christianity in the Global South traces both the history and the contemporary themes of Christianity in more than 150 countries and regions. It
includes maps, images, and a detailed timeline of key events.
An in-depth, 232-page study guide featuring an introduction to each lecture; a lecture outline; study questions; sketches of key characters;
discussion questions; suggested Scripture memory verses; key word definitions; a lecture summary; along with a bibliography and further
reading suggestions on each lecture topic.
Egypt's Copts make up one of the oldest and largest Christian communities in the Middle East. Yet despite the availability of a large number
of books on aspects of Coptic culture, including art and architecture, monasticism, theology, and music, there is to date no single volume that
provides a comprehensive cultural history of the Copts and their achievements. Coptic Civilization aims to fill this gap, by introducing the
general reader, the interested non-specialist, to Coptic culture in all its variety and multi-faceted richness. With contributions by twenty
scholars, Coptic Civilization includes chapters on monasticism, the Coptic language, Coptic literature, Christian Arabic literature, the objects
and documents of daily life, magic, art and architecture, and textiles, as well as the history of Coptic Church, its liturgy, theology, and music.

For the first time, a single volume provides a comprehensive cultural history of the Copts and their achievements. It introduces the
general reader and the interested non-specialist to Coptic culture in all its variety and multi-faceted richness. With contributions by
twenty scholars.
First published in 1976, Paul Johnson’s exceptional study of Christianity has been loved and widely hailed for its intensive
research, writing, and magnitude—“a tour de force, one of the most ambitious surveys of the history of Christianity ever attempted
and perhaps the most radical” (New York Review of Books). In a highly readable companion to books on faith and history, the
scholar and author Johnson has illuminated the Christian world and its fascinating history in a way that no other has. Johnson
takes off in the year AD 49 with his namesake the apostle Paul. Thus beginning an ambitious quest to paint the centuries since the
founding of a little-known ‘Jesus Sect’, A History of Christianity explores to a great degree the evolution of the Western world.
With an unbiased and overall optimistic tone, Johnson traces the fantastic scope of the consequent sects of Christianity and the
people who followed them. Information drawn from extensive and varied sources from around the world makes this history as
credible as it is reliable. Invaluable understanding of the framework of modern Christianity—and its trials and tribulations throughout
history—has never before been contained in such a captivating work.
David Chidester, one of the world's foremost scholars of religion, traces Christianity's growth and development from the time of
Jesus to the dawn of the third millennium, revealing its rich diversity through the deeds and beliefs of heretics and saints, witches
and healers, preachers and inquisitors. Chidester explores the emergence of the major streams of Christian thought and practice,
distilling the cultural history of the Church and its impact on the world into this superbly readable book. Alongside this broad
panorama is a richly human story that the author brilliantly encapsulates in incisive character sketches and historical vignettes.
Christianity, in all its many facets, has been and continues to be one of the most influential forces in history. Chidester shows that
this religion, with its roots deep in the ancient world, has always been in a constant state of evolution, affecting and affected by the
religions and societies around it. At times Christianity has coexisted peacefully with other forms of belief, exchanging ideas and
practices with them. At other times profound, even violent, conflict has arisen. In this book David Chidester intelligently and
objectively portrays Christians in different times and places, as a minority and as the majority group, a religion both absorbing and
resisting the world around it. Christianity reveals the religion as it was and is lived in the life of everyday people rather than
focusing on the dry dogmas and beliefs that fill most histories. Chidester's accomplishment is to capture the complexity and grand
sweep of this story in one remarkable volume that is destined to take its place as a classic of religious history.
The Christians is the history of Christianity, told chronologically, epoch by epoch, century by century, beginning at Pentecost and
concluding with Christians as we find ourselves in the twenty-first century. It will consist of approximately twelve volumes,
produced over a 10-year period at the beginning of the third Christian millennium. It is written and edited by Christians for
Christians of all denominations. Its purpose is to tell the story of the Christian family, so that we may be knowledgeable of our
origins, may well know and wisely profit from the experiences of our past both good and bad, and may find strength and inspiration
to face the challenges of our era from the magnificent examples set for us by those who went before. - Back cover.
Wide-ranging and authoritative, this book explores Christianity as it has taken root in societies across five continents.
In Did Jesus Exist? historian and Bible expert Bart Ehrman confronts the question, "Did Jesus exist at all?" Ehrman vigorously
defends the historical Jesus, identifies the most historically reliable sources for best understanding Jesus’ mission and message,
and offers a compelling portrait of the person at the heart of the Christian tradition. Known as a master explainer with deep
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knowledge of the field, Bart Ehrman methodically demolishes both the scholarly and popular “mythicist” arguments against the
existence of Jesus. Marshaling evidence from within the Bible and the wider historical record of the ancient world, Ehrman tackles
the key issues that surround the mythologies associated with Jesus and the early Christian movement. In Did Jesus Exist?: The
Historical Argument for Jesus of Nazareth, Ehrman establishes the criterion for any genuine historical investigation and provides a
robust defense of the methods required to discover the Jesus of history.
A "marvelous" (Economist) account of how the Christian Revolution forged the Western imagination. Crucifixion, the Romans
believed, was the worst fate imaginable, a punishment reserved for slaves. How astonishing it was, then, that people should have
come to believe that one particular victim of crucifixion-an obscure provincial by the name of Jesus-was to be worshipped as a
god. Dominion explores the implications of this shocking conviction as they have reverberated throughout history. Today, the West
remains utterly saturated by Christian assumptions. As Tom Holland demonstrates, our morals and ethics are not universal but are
instead the fruits of a very distinctive civilization. Concepts such as secularism, liberalism, science, and homosexuality are deeply
rooted in a Christian seedbed. From Babylon to the Beatles, Saint Michael to #MeToo, Dominion tells the story of how Christianity
transformed the modern world.
The 4,000-year quest of Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
Christianity arrived early in Egypt, brought according to tradition by Saint Mark the Evangelist, who became the first patriarch of
Alexandria. The Coptic Orthodox Church has flourished ever since, with millions of adherents both in Egypt and in Coptic
communities around the world. Since its split from the Byzantine Church in 451, the Coptic Church has proudly maintained its early
traditions, and influence from outside has been minimal: the liturgy is still sung to unique rhythms in Coptic, a late stage of the
same ancient Egyptian language that is inscribed in hieroglyphs on temple walls and papyri. Dr. Otto Meinardus, a leading
authority on the history of the Coptic Church, here revises, updates, and combines his renowned studies Christian Egypt, Ancient
and Modern (The American University in Cairo Press, 1965, 1977) and Christian Egypt, Faith and Life (The American University in
Cairo Press, 1970) into a new, definitive, one-volume history for the Millennium, surveying the twenty centuries of existence of one
of the oldest churches in the world.
This volume tells the story of Christianity through the individual men and women who shaped it. It is a story of colossal
undertakings and spectacular successes as well as ferocious intolerance, greed and bloodshed. Bamber Gascoigne traces a clear
path through a complicated history, exploring the motives, the passions, the fears and the achievements of the Christians. His
approach is objective and he writes in a conversational style, focusing on moments of significant detail and a vast and varied cast
of characters.
The New York Times bestseller and definitive history of Christianity for our time—from the award-winning author of The
Reformation and Silence A product of electrifying scholarship conveyed with commanding skill, Diarmaid MacCulloch's Christianity
goes back to the origins of the Hebrew Bible and encompasses the globe. It captures the major turning points in Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox history and fills in often neglected accounts of conversion and confrontation in Africa, Latin America, and
Asia. MacCulloch introduces us to monks and crusaders, heretics and reformers, popes and abolitionists, and discover
Christianity's essential role in shaping human history and the intimate lives of men and women. And he uncovers the roots of the
faith that galvanized America, charting the surprising beliefs of the founding fathers, the rise of the Evangelical movement and of
Pentecostalism, and the recent crises within the Catholic Church. Bursting with original insights and a great pleasure to read, this
monumental religious history will not soon be surpassed.
The Atlas of World Christianity reveals the status of Christianity today and tomorrow from a global perspective, presented through
an array of more than 300 colorful, readable charts, graphs, and maps.
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