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This book examines the two-way impacts between Brecht and Chinese culture
and drama/theatre, focusing on Chinese theatrical productions since the end of
the Cultural Revolution all the way to the first decades of the twenty-first century.
Wei Zhang considers how Brecht’s plays have been adapted/appropriated by
Chinese theatre artists to speak to the sociopolitical, economic, and cultural
developments in China and how such endeavors reflect and result from dynamic
interactions between Chinese philosophy, ethics, and aesthetics, especially as
embodied in traditional xiqu and the Brechtian concepts of estrangement
(Verfremdungseffekt) and political theatre. In examining these Brecht
adaptations, Zhang offers an interdisciplinary study that contributes to the fields
of comparative drama/theatre studies, intercultural studies, and performance
studies.
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The publication of this volume of essays marks the centenary of the birth of
Bertolt Brecht on 10 February 1898. The essays were commissioned from
scholars and critics around the world, and cover six main areas: recent
biographical controversies; neglected theoretical writings; the semiotics of
Brechtian theatre; new readings of classic texts; Brecht's role and reception in
the GDR; and contemporary appropriations of Brecht's work. This volume will be
essential reading for all those interested in twentieth century theatre, modern
German studies, and the contemporary reassessment of post-war culture in the
wake of German unification and the collapse of Stalinist communism in Central
and Eastern Europe. The essays in this volume also address a variety of general
questions, concerning - for example - authorship and textuality; the nature of
Brecht's Marxism in relation to his understanding of modernity, science and
Enlightenment reason; Marxist aesthetics; radical cultural politics; and feminist
performance theory.
Critical essays cover Brecht's The Threepenny Opera, Mother Courage and Her
Children, The Good Woman of Sezuan, Galileo, and The Caucasian Chalk
Circle.
An overview of the work of Uwe Johnson, concentrating on five of his novels,
including Ingrid Babendererde and Two Views. A chapter dedicated to his life
describes the themes that concerned Johnson in his scandalized existence in
both Germanys, the USA and Great Britain.
This first English language biography of Bertolt Brecht (1898–1956) in two
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decades paints a strikingly new picture of one of the twentieth century's most
controversial cultural icons. Drawing on letters, diaries and unpublished material,
including Brecht's medical records, Parker offers a rich and enthralling account of
Brecht's life and work, viewed through the prism of the artist. Tracing his
extraordinary life, from his formative years in Augsburg, through the First World
War, his politicisation during the Weimar Republic and his years of exile, up to
the Berliner Ensemble's dazzling productions in Paris and London, Parker shows
how Brecht achieved his transformative effect upon world theatre and poetry.
Bertolt Brecht: A Literary Life is a powerful portrait of a great, compulsively
contradictory personality, whose artistry left its lasting imprint on modern culture.
Surveys and assesses Brecht's theater theory and practice, his influence, his
poetry and prose, and topics of special interest to Brecht studies.
Bachmann & her critique of postwar Europe.
This handbook advances the debate with essays that rigorously map and renew
the concepts that have provided the groundwork and main currents for Marxist
theory, and showcases interventions that set the agenda for Marxist research in
the 21st century.
First published in German in 1965 and now translated and edited by Antony
Tatlow, Brecht's Me-ti: Book of Interventions in the Flow of Things provides
readers with a much-anticipated accessible edition of this important work. It
features a substantial introduction to the concerns of the work, its genesis and
context - both within Brecht's own writing and within the wider social and political
history, and provides an original selection and organisation of texts. Extensive
notes illuminate the work and provide commentary on related works from Brecht's
oeuvre.
Argues on the evidence of nine major German novels that literature and business have
in common a reliance on language, understood in a creative, performative, and
rhetorical sense.
Arguing that Brecht’s aesthetic theories are still highly relevant today, and that an
appreciation of his theory and theatre is essential to an understanding of modern critical
theory, this book examines the influence of Brecht’s aesthetic on the pre-eminent
materialist critics of the twentieth century: Louis Althusser, Walter Benjamin, Roland
Barthes, Frederic Jameson, Theodor W. Adorno and Raymond Williams. Re-reading
Brecht through the lens of post-structuralism, Sean Carney asserts that there is a
Lacanian Brecht and a Derridean Brecht: the result of which is a new Brecht whose vital
importance for the present is located in decentred theories of subjectivity Brecht and
Critical Theory maps the many ways in which Brechtian thinking pervades critical
thought today, informing the critical tools and stances that make up the contemporary
study of aesthetics.
The leading publication on Brecht, his work, and topics of interest to him; this annual
volume documents the International Brecht Society's 2016 symposium, "Recycling
Brecht."
Synthesizes the work of three titans of mid-century art and critical theory, proposing an
aesthetics of the political and artistic left with a deft authority.
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Bertolt Brecht's Me-tiBook of Interventions in the Flow of Things

First published in 1980, this collection of fifteen original essays touches on a
variety of topics related to the genesis of Brecht's works and their impact on
contemporary literature, theater, and film. Discussed are Brecht's confrontation
with Marxism and its political manifestations, the influence of his work on film and
theater practitioners, the uses his literary descendants have made of his political
commitment, and much more.
The legacy of Bertolt Brecht is much contested, whether by those who wish to
forget or to vilify his politics, but his stature as the outstanding political playwright
and poet of the twentieth century is unforgettably established in this major critical
work. Fredric Jameson elegantly dissects the intricate connections between
Brecht's drama and politics, demonstrating the way these combined to shape a
unique and powerful influence on a profoundly troubled epoch. Jameson sees
Brecht's method as a multi-layered process of reflection and self-reflection,
reference and self-reference, which tears open a gap for individuals to situate
themselves historically, to think about themselves in the third person, and to use
that self-projection in history as a basis for judgement. Emphasizing the themes
of separation, distance, multiplicity, choice and contradiction in Brecht's entire
corpus, Jameson's study engages in a dialogue with a cryptic work, unpublished
in Brecht's lifetime, entitled Me-ti; Book of Twists and Turns. Jameson sees this
text as key to understanding Brecht's critical reflections on dialectics and his
orientally informed fascination with flow and flux, change and the non-eternal. For
Jameson, Brecht is not prescriptive but performative. His plays do not provide
answers but attempt to show people how to perform the act of thinking, how to
begin to search for answers themselves. Brecht represents the ceaselessness of
transformation while at the same time alienating it, interrupting it, making it
comprehensible by making it strange. And thereby, in breaking it up by analysis,
the possibility emerges of its reconstitution under a new law.
Annual volume, this time featuring special sections on Brecht's dramatic
fragments and on comedy in post-Brechtian theater, along with a variety of other
contributions.
This book advances the understanding and modelling of sensemaking and
cultural processes as being crucial to the scientific study of contemporary
complex societies. It outlines a dynamic, processual conception of culture and a
general view of the role of cultural dynamics in policy-making, drawing three
significant methodological implications: pluralism, performativity, and semiotic
capital. It focuses on the theoretical and methodological aspects of the analysis
of culture and its dynamics that could be applied to the developing of
policymaking and, in general, to the understanding of social phenomena. It draws
from the experience and data of a large-scale project, RECRIRE, funded by the
H2020 program that mapped the symbolic universes across Europe after the
economic crisis. It further develops the relationship between culture and policymaking discussed in two previous volumes in this series, and constitutes the
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ideal third and final element of this trilogy. The book is a useful tool for academics
involved in studying cultural dynamics and for policy-oriented researchers and
decision-makers attentive to the cultural dimensions of the design,
implementation and reception of public policies.
In «Me-ti. Buch der Wendungen» entwickelt Brecht das Modell einer
antimetaphysischen, aktiven Selbstbestimmung des Menschen, in deren Dienst
vor allem die «Große Methode» (das dialektische Denkmodell im Sinne des
Marxismus) steht. Dabei bezieht er sich sowohl auf konfuzianische Ideen - wie
sie sich etwa in «I Ching» finden - als auch auf die «drei Methoden» des
chinesischen Philosophen Mo Tzu, deren Funktion, den gesellschaftlichen
Kausalitäten auf den Grund zu gehen, von Brecht im marxistischen Sinne
modifiziert wird.
New edition, revised for the centenary of Brecht's birth, containing additional
updated material In this classic study, John Willett sets in context not only Brecht
the theatre practitioner but Brecht the writer and man of his time. Through
chapters on Brecht's relationships and attitudes to contemporary politics, English
and American literature, Expressionism, music, art and cinema, as well as to
such figures as Auden, Kipling and Piscator, the book presents a detailed and
wide-ranging account of one of the most significant men of this century. "An
outstanding introduction to its subject. . . will immeasurably enrich Brechtians
young and old, especially those who think they know it all" (Times Educational
Supplement); "Economical, witty and unpretentious in a way that Brecht would
have liked, but immensely well-informed and thoroughly documented, seems
certain to become required reading for anyone seriously interested in the
dramatist" (London Review of Books); "An extraordinarily rich volume, which
succeeds in being packed but uncrowded" (New Statesman)
The leading scholarly publication on Brecht; volume 43 contains a wealth of
articles on diverse topics and a reconstruction of the two-chorus version of The
Exception and the Rule.
"This wide-ranging, detailed and engaging study of Brecht's complex relationship
with Greek tragedy and tragic tradition argues that this is fundamental for
understanding his radicalism. Featuring an extensive discussion of Brecht's The
Antigone of Sophocles (1948) and further related works (the Antigone model
book and the Small Organon for the Theatre), this monograph includes the firstever publication of the complete set of colour photographs taken by Ruth Berlau.
This is complemented by comparatist explorations of many of Brecht's own plays
as his experiments with the 'big form'. The significance for Brecht of the Greek
tragic tradition is positioned in relation to other formative influences on his work
(Asian theatre, naturalism, comedy, Schiller and Shakespeare). Brecht emerges
as a theatre artist of enormous range and creativity, who has succeeded in
reshaping and re-energizing tragedy conceptualized as the 'big form' and has
carved paths for its continued artistic and political relevance"-In Shakespeare, Brecht, and the Intercultural Sign renowned Brecht scholar
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Antony Tatlow uses drama to investigate cultural crossings and to show how
intercultural readings or performances question the settled assumptions we bring
to interpretations of familiar texts. Through a “textual anthropology” Tatlow
examines the interplay between interpretations of Shakespeare and readings of
Brecht, whose work he rereads in the light of theories of the social subject from
Nietzsche to Derrida and in relation to East Asian culture, as well as practices
within Chinese and Japanese theater that shape their versions of Shakespearean
drama. Reflecting on how, why, and to what effect knowledges and styles of
performance pollinate across cultures, Tatlow demonstrates that the employment
of one culture’s material in the context of another defamiliarizes the conventions
of representation in an act that facilitates access to what previously had been
culturally repressed. By reading the intercultural, Tatlow shows, we are able not
only to historicize the effects of those repressions that create a social
unconscious but also gain access to what might otherwise have remained
invisible. This remarkable study will interest students of cultural interaction and
aesthetics, as well as readers interested in theater, Shakespeare, Brecht, China,
and Japan.
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