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Christian Marriage Counseling Manual
"Before you say "I do" supplies all you need for fun and thoughtful discussions as you
build your future together. With Jesus as the cornerstone, your future spouse and you
can lay the foundation for a loving, lasting marriage."--Provided by publisher.
Rings. Dress. Cake. You’re engaged, and the checklist for the day of your dreams is a
mile long. In the who, what, where, and how of planning, the why can be forgotten.
Ready to Wed discusses 12 Traits of a thriving marriage and offers a variety of topics to
guide and advise those preparing to say, “I do!” Learn to:Define a vision statement
unique to your marriage.Positively engage conflict to build a foundation of trust and
forgiveness.“Leave and cleave,” even if you are a child of divorce.Manage
expectations—and your in-laws!Navigate hot-button issues including, sex and the chore
wars.Cope with change, stress, and crisis—especially in your first year.Build a
community of support and find mentors.Assess your progress using the Couple
Checkup.Loaded with advice, tips, and instructions, this valuable resource is ideal for
soon-to-be-newlyweds and those who support them!
"Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love."--1 John 4:8 Are you
looking to enrich a healthy relationship, revitalize a tired one, or rescue one gone awry?
Do you yearn to grow closer to God, and to further incorporate Him and His teachings
into your marriage? We all want a lifetime of love, support, and faith. But sometimes we
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need a little help. Enter Dr. Sue Johnson, developer of Emotionally Focused Therapy
(EFT) and "the best couple therapist in the world," according to bestselling relationship
expert Dr. John Gottman. In CREATED FOR CONNECTION, Dr. Johnson and Kenneth
Sanderfer, a leading EFT practitioner in the Christian community, share Johnson's
groundbreaking and remarkably successful program for creating stronger, more secure
relationships not only between partners, but between us and God. The message of
CREATED FOR CONNECTION is simple: Forget about learning how to argue better,
analyzing your early childhood, or making grand romantic gestures. Instead, get to the
emotional underpinnings of your relationship by recognizing that you are attached to
and dependent on your partner in much the same way that a child is on a parent, and
we are on the Heavenly Father, for nurturing, soothing, and protection. The way to
enhance or save our relationships with each other and with God is to be open, attuned,
responsive, and to reestablish safe emotional connection. Filled with Bible verses,
inspiring real-life stories, and guidance, CREATED FOR CONNECTION will ensure a
lifetime of love.
Coming alongside struggling children can feel like an uphill battle. Yet children struggle
with the same desires adults struggle with, are lured by the same lies adults fall prey to,
and can find hope in the same source adults can find hope—in Jesus. This manual helps
counselors share Christ—the way, the truth, and the life—while tailoring interactions and
teachings to the understanding of children. Articles are written by a wide range of
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biblical counselors, authors, and pastors who have worked with children for many years
including Amy Baker, Julie Lowe, Marty Machowski, Jessica Thompson, Jonathan
Holmes, Michael R. Emlet, Garrett Higbee, Edward T. Welch, Kevin Carson, Harvest
USA, Charles Hodges, Joni and Friends, Bob Kellemen, and Pam Bauer. Caring for the
Souls of Children equips counselors, parents, pastors, and other helpers who love
children, to boldly trust in the sufficiency of Scripture for counseling. Edited by
counselor and author Amy Baker, this in-depth resource begins with an overview of
foundational principles for counseling children and addresses a different counseling
topic in each subsequent chapter. Topics addressed include a wide variety of general
and specific issues that children face including anxiety, anger, abuse, suicidal thoughts
and actions, self-harm, shame, grief, disability, disease, sexual identity, and many
others.
Why Are Foxes on the Cover of this Premartial Guide? Because every marriage has
"foxes" lurking inside it! We all have idols and selfish appetites-and, like the foxes in
Solomon's vineyard, they can cause untold destruction and heartache. In fact, how
seriously a couple takes their own foxes will influence whether their marriage blooms
and glorifies God, or is a shallow and pale imitation of the real thing. In this workbook
for both individuals and groups, biblical counselor John Henderson stimulates
meaningful conversation and prayer between engaged couples. The book's interactive
format provides couples with a foundation for understanding what marriage is really
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about, becoming a godly husband or wife, and understanding conflict and resolving it
biblically. Sit down together, ask a married couple to come alongside you, and get
ready to chase the foxes out of your relationship. Book jacket.
Christian Premarital Counseling for counselors. The question is, "How does one
conduct premarital counseling?" Many have not received any training in this area. I
faced this same problem. As a pastor, I had to figure out how to conduct premarital
counseling. The benefits were plainly evident. Session by session, couple by couple, I
finally figured out a plan. I have since then enhanced it a bit and made it available to
others. Everything one needs is here including handouts and forms with many
downloads to enhance use in our internet age.Purpose: To aid pastors, elders and
other church leaders involved in premarital counseling to challenge and prepare
engaged couples to have good and godly marriages.
As you begin preparing for your big wedding day, this Marriage by GOD program is
designed to assist you in preparing for a BIG MARRIAGE. Using the companion
counselor's guide, a mature Christian couple can come beside you and mentor you
through biblical principles and time-tested techniques for fulfilling God's great plan for
marriage.
More than a million couples can’t be wrong! And with this updated edition of their
award-winning book, Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott help you launch lifelong love like never
before. This is more than a book—it’s an experience, especially when you use the
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his/her workbooks filled with more than 40 fun exercises. Get ready for deeper intimacy
with the best friend you’ll ever have. Saving Your Marriage Before It Starts, in more
than 15 languages, is the most widely used marriage prep tool in the world. Uncover
the misbeliefs of marriage Learn to communicate with instant understanding Discover
the secret to resolving conflict Master the skills of money management Get your sex life
off to a great start A compelling video, featuring real-life couples, is available, and with
this updated edition Les and Leslie unveil the game-changing SYMBIS Assessment.
Now you can discover how to leverage your personalities for a love that last a lifetime.
Make your marriage everything it is meant to be. Save your marriage—before (and after)
it starts.

Gospel-Centered Family CounselingAn Equipping Guide for Pastors and
CounselorsBaker Books
The classic book on counseling has been updated to provide the latest
information to counselors and pastors. Recommended by Dr. James Dobson.
Insightful and heart-warming, this classic book is written for those who seek to
know God better. It unfolds life-impacting, biblical truths and has been called a
"soul-stirring celebration of the pleasures of knowing God."
A Theology of Christian Counseling connects biblical doctrine with practical living.
Salvation, that central concern of Protestant theology, is often too narrowly
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defined. It is thought of as “being saved from the consequences of sin.” But God
is doing much more. He is making something new out of the old sinful nature. He
is, in Christ, making new creatures.“No counseling system that is based on some
other foundation can begin to offer what Christian counseling offers. . . . No
matter what the problem is, no matter how greatly sin has abounded, the
Christian counselor’s stance is struck by the far-more-abounding nature of the
grace of Jesus Christ in redemption. What a difference this makes in
counseling!”In this book the reader will gain an insight into the rich theological
framework that supports and directs a biblical approach to counseling. And the
connection between solid theology and practical application will become
compelling. This book is one-of-a-kind.
Point Them in the Right Direction Before They Walk Down the Aisle Married
couples begin their lives together with a vow of lifelong love and devotion . . . but
many walk down the aisle unaware of all that promise entails. Now you can help
engaged couples make their vows with open eyes and hearts, fully prepared for
the hard and rewarding work of building a strong and lasting Christian marriage.
Created by FamilyLife, one of America's leading marriage and family ministries,
Preparing for Marriage is a dynamic, comprehensive premarital education
program designed to lay the foundation for biblical, fulfilling marriage. As a
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supplement to Preparing for Marriage, the Preparing for Marriage Leader's Guide
is an invaluable tool for pastors, premarital counselors, mentor couples, and
small group leaders. Inside is everything you need to help engaged couples
establish a lasting relationship built on an unshakable foundation: Jesus Christ.
The Preparing for Marriage Leader's Guide will help you: · Counsel an engaged
couple or lead a small-group study for couples · Share God's unique blueprints
for marriage and the home · Help couples discern God's will for their relationship ·
Provide practical guidance on finances, responsibilities, and intimacy · Evaluate a
couple's readiness for marriage after counseling · Create a mentoring couples
program and develop mentoring relationships · Build healthy, Christ-centered
marriages in the Church
Building Foundations for a Godly Marriage can be used as an eight-week small
group study on marriage, a pre-marital or marital counseling curriculum, or simply
to help one have a deeper understanding of marriage. "Expositional, theological,
and candidly practical! I highly recommend The Bible Teacher's Guide for anyone
seeking to better understand or teach God's Word." -Dr. Young-Gil Kim,
Founding President of Handong Global University "Greg Brown's The Bible
Teacher's Guide is thorough, scholarly enough to explain the text, clear, and
practical. He treats difficult verses fairly and with helpful explanations (unlike
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many commentaries that skip the explanation right where you want it!). This
study could be used by pastors as an aid for sermon preparation, by small group
leaders, or by any believer who wants to understand and apply God's Word
personally. I can't imagine any student of Scripture not benefiting by this work."
-Steven J. Cole, Pastor, Flagstaff Christian Fellowship, Author of the Riches from
the Word series
Pastors and counselors regularly minister to people whose marriages or families
are in crisis. Tempers run high and feelings are brought low when a marriage is
hurting or a family is in disarray. Pastors and counselors need practical, biblical
help in order to connect their theological training to the reality of modern messy
relationships. These how-to training manuals provide relevant, user-friendly
equipping for pastors, counselors, lay leaders, educators, and students, enabling
them to competently and compassionately relate God's Word to marriage and
family life.
Whether you are a professional counselor meeting with a troubled couple or a
layperson comforting a grieving friend, counseling is something you may find
yourself called to do at times. From his years of experience as a clinical
psychologist, Dr. Timothy Foster has distilled the basics of what to do and how to
do it in this practical guide. In addition to offering sample counseling dialogues,
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explaining a variety of verbal and nonverbal techniques, and candidly discussing
how to avoid harmful entanglements, Foster gives advice on: -Counseling dos
and don'ts -Helping people who are depressed -Understanding how emotions
work -Solving marital difficulties -Dealing with grief -Helping people confront
themselves -And much more 'The Handbook of Christian Counseling' is an
essential reference you will want to keep on hand for easily accessible answers
when others turn to you in their time of need.
The guidance every woman needs for any difficulty can be found in the pages of Scripture.
Join counseling professor John D. Street and his wife, Janie, as they offer clear descriptions
and careful direction for some of the most common physical, mental, and emotional struggles
faced by women today.
Because the Marriage Matters Even More than the Wedding Every engaged couple hopes to
build a lasting and satisfying marriage, but it doesn't happen automatically. This interactive
premarital study explores how key issues like conflict, communication, finances, and intimacy
are successfully navigated in a Christ-centered marriage. The nine-session study helps a new
generation of newlyweds build their marriage on the lasting foundation of God's grace. Book
jacket.
For use by couples for marriage preparation, either during pre-wedding counseling, with a
mentor couple, or independently. The Couple's Edition is built upon four vital marriage themes;
"Faith Through Covenantal Commitment,", the foundations, what the couple brings to their
marriage; "Power Through Shared Communication, " the basics and skills of communication in
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marriage; "Love Through Caring Relationships, " the couple, their larger families, and their
work; and "Hope Through Life's Journey, " a sneak preview of the years ahead of the couple.
Two copies of the couple's manual are packaged together to make it easier for both to study
and prepare as they have time. A separate Pastor's Manual is available see item #
9780687036608.
In any endeavor, dreams and goals not backed by concrete plans and preparations can result
in failure. And marriage is no exception, claims H. Norman Wright. In fact, without solid
planning and forethought by engaged couples, we will surely see a continuation of the startling
divorce rate among Christians and non-Christians alike. On the other hand, thorough
premarital counseling and preparation can result in lifelong marriages that are fulfilling and God
honoring. That's where the church comes in. More and more churches are realizing that their
responsibility lies not only in pronouncing men and women 'husband and wife,' but also in
making sure the proper foundation is laid so that marriages have a better chance of standing
strong under pressure. Since its introduction in 1977 as Premarital Counseling, this book has
been used by literally thousands of churches throughout the country as both a guide and
reference tool. Now Dr. Wright has added new material to cover some perplexing issues that
have come into prominence only recently. Among those special concerns are: Interracial
marriages Second marriages Marriages of persons from dysfunctional families Writing for both
pastors and other premarital counselors, H. Norman Wright sets you at ease about the
counseling process, even if you've had only limited counseling experience. As the author of the
popular Before You Say I Do and numerous other books on marriage, H. Norman Wright
documents in The Premarital Counseling Handbook methods hat have proved successful.
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These will help insure that the marriages performed in your church will resist the pressures that
are destroying today's married couples.
It's easy to fall in love and to get married. But what does it really mean to be married? And how
do you stay married? In Becoming Married, Staying Married, couples will be encouraged to see
marriage as a process that never ends. Together they will reflect on current realities particular
to African American couples. They will also discover nine key principles that are required for
healthy marriages, including concepts like self-awareness, flexibility, maturity, and forgiveness.
Practical suggestions on how to further enhance each quality are included, in addition to
African proverbs and biblical Scripture that relate to marriage. Questions for discussion and
reflection are included at the end of each chapter. This insightful resource can be used by
African American couples at various stages of their relationship, but it is especially helpful to
engaged and newly married couples. Pastor may also choose to use this book as a discussion
starter for premarital counseling.
More than 25 percent of our marriages end in the tragedy of divorce, and over 72 percent of all
teenage marriages terminate in the courtroom. A growing number of young people are so
disillusioned with marriage that it is no longer even a desirable option for them. Preparing for
Your Marriage prepares couples to enter into marriage with realistic expectations, developed
roles, and with defined responsibilities and goals.
Preparing Couples for Marriage by Les C. Wicker is a wedding scripture text and prayer book
entailing premarriage counseling and marriage counseling topics along with the following
topics: - marriage counseling - Christian marriage counseling - premarriage counseling premarriage counseling online books - premarriage counseling - marriage counseling Christian
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- Christian counseling free marriage -wedding preparation checklist - wedding scripture wedding scripture and prayer - wedding scripture texts - wedding scripture readings - wedding
bible scripture
For use by couples for marriage preparation, either during pre-wedding counseling or with a
mentor couple. The Couple's Edition is built upon four vital marriage themes; "Faith Through
Covenantal Commitment,", the foundations, what the couple brings to their marriage; "Power
Through Shared Communication, " the basics and skills of communication in marriage; "Love
Through Caring Relationships, " the couple, their larger families, and their work; and "Hope
Through Life's Journey, " a sneak preview of the years ahead of the couple. Each person will
need his or her own copy of the eBook.

This extraordinary book will serve as a ready resource material for both the
marriage counselor and the married couple.
At its best, marriage brings joys and blessings rarely seen in this life. At its worst,
marriage generates pain and conflict, often because husbands and wives do not
fully understand their roles and responsibilities. Wouldn't it be great if husbands
and wives had access to clear, simple instructions on how to have a wonderful
marriage? Such instructions exist! As the author of marriage, God placed the
recipe in His Word that shows husbands and wives how to experience the marital
blessings available to every couple. Whether you are preparing for your wedding,
newlyweds, or marriage veterans, you will learn those instructions in Marriage
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God's Way. Pastor Scott offers a clear guide on the Bible's view of marriage. He
explains: Scripture's commands for husbands and wives Godly love and how to
show it Submission and headship Biblical intimacy How to build your marriage on
an indestructible foundation Scott LaPierre combines clear teaching from
Scripture with practical application for daily married life to encourage, challenge,
and equip you to experience a healthy, joyful, Christ-centered relationship.
Right From the Start: A Pastor's Guide to Premarital Counseling is a guide for
pastors and counselors to help couples prepare for and succeed in married life.
All that was done to us, what we have done to others, the failures, the ills, the
violations of our persons, the brutalities, the perversions of life, rejections, death
of loved ones, tragedies, loneliness, abandonment, Jesus paid the penalty for all
these sins, and provided the means to handle the tragedies of life. We do not
need to deal with these violations and tragedies on our own. Christ is in us to
work out our salvation daily (Phil. 2:12-13; Gal. 2:20; 2 Cor. 5:21; Rom. 6:3-6;
Ezek. 18:20). Being in Christ, we are new creatures and we are to deal with life
now from the biblical perspective. Our problem is not with Satan, not with people,
not with the circumstances of life, but our problem lies in our relationship with
God. Our focus is to change from a concern about self, to a concern about God's
glory and that is accomplished by our godly responses to others and life in
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general (Rom. 5:17; Cor. 5:21). Thus, the answer to healing the soul lies here:
loving God by obeying His commands (John 14:21), and dealing with unresolved
actions of the past in a spirit of repentance and reconciliation (Matt. 7:5).
This is a book to help counselors understand and deal with typical problems that
arise in a marriage by offering biblical solutions.
Marriages are in trouble today. That is clear. Effective mothods of combating this
trend are less evident. Counselors, pastors and social workers need more than
mere theories or mere moralizing. They need a practical and comprehensive
model for understanding couples and their problems. They need a throughly
Christian perspective that is biblical, compassionate and human. Everett
Worthington provides this in an integrated, biblically based theory of marriage
and marriage therapy with analysis at three levels: the individual, the couple and
the family. The model he has constructed, with techniques drawn from the major
psychological schools, is standard enough to guide counselors in actual
interventions and powerful enough to produce change. A thoroughgoing overview
of the assessment process includes practical, workable guidelines for: creating
realistic, mutually-agreeable goals for counselor and clients; estimating the
number of sessions needed to reach those goals; and planning the actual
assessment, intervention and termination sessions. Next Worthington offers
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specific techniques for enhancing cooperative change, intimacy, communication,
conflict resolution and forgiveness within the marriage. But keeping couples from
slipping back into old patterns is one of the counselor's most difficult tasks. So
Worthington concludes with suggestions for solidifying change and effectively
concluding the counseling relationship. Here is a text that will be a standard for
counselors, pastors and mental health professionals in the years to come.
We all know of families or marriages in crisis. When those suffering in such
situations turn to us for help, where do we turn? The Quick-Reference Guide to
Marriage and Family Counseling provides the answers. It is an A-Z guide for
assisting people-helpers--pastors, professional counselors, youth workers, and
everyday believers--to easily access a full array of information to aid them in
(formal and informal) counseling situations. Issues addressed by Clinton and
Trent include affairs and adultery, communication in marriage, parenting, sibling
rivalry, and many more. Each of the forty topics covered follows a helpful eightpart outline and identifies: 1) typical symptoms and patterns, 2) definitions and
key thoughts, 3) questions to ask, 4) directions for the conversation, 5) action
steps, 6) biblical insights, 7) prayer starters, and 8) recommended resources.
About the series The Quick-Reference Guides are A-Z guides that assist peoplehelpers--pastors, professional counselors, youth workers, and everyday
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believers--to easily access a full array of information to aid them in (formal and
informal) counseling situations. Each of the forty topics covered follows a helpful
eight-part outline and identifies: 1) typical symptoms and patterns, 2) definitions
and key thoughts, 3) questions to ask, 4) directions for the conversation, 5) action
steps, 6) biblical insights, 7) prayer starters, and 8) recommended resources.
God gave humankind the gift of sex. But many couples don't experience the kind
of joy and fulfillment God intended. If you've ever been frustrated with a lack of
intimacy in your marriage, or if you just want to know more about how you can
get the most out of your relationship, Intended for Pleasure is for you. This
honest and frank resource will answer your questions about sex and sexuality,
improving sexual response, sex techniques for pregnancy, birth control, sex at
any age, solutions for sexual problems, and much more. All of the questions
you've been afraid to ask (or didn't even know to ask!) are answered right here. A
perfect gift for newlyweds and a trusted resource for pastors and marriage
counselors, this classic book has helped more than a million people understand
and enjoy the gift God intended for pleasure.
The decision to marry a certain person is one of the most important you'll ever make. It's vital
to go into that marriage informed and prepared! Preparing for Marriage God's Way is a
marriage counseling resource that uses thoughtful self-examination to reveal the personalities,
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background, and expectations that you and your partner are bringing to your union. Through
rigorous Bible study, you will learn about God's expectations for marriage and be equipped
with his solutions for dealing with typical marriage conflicts. Three follow-up lessons after your
marriage help you to reflect on all that's happened after you said, “I do.”
The Christian Counselor’s Manual is a companion and sequel to the author’s influential
Competent to Counsel. It takes the approach of nouthetic counseling introduced in the earlier
volume and applies it to a wide range of issues, topics, and techniques in counseling: *Who is
qualified to be a counselor? *How can counselees change? *How does the Holy Spirit work?
*What role does hope play? *What is the function of language? *How do we ask the right
questions? *What often lies behind depression? *How do we deal with anger? *What is
schizophrenia? These and hundreds more questions are answered in this comprehensive
resource for the Christian counselor. A full set of indexes, a detailed table of contents, and a
full complement of diagrams and forms make this an outstanding reference book for Christian
counselors.
Hurting people need help. But sometimes those who are faced with helping the hurting could
use a little more information about the problems that needy people bring to them. The QuickReference Guide to Biblical Counseling provides the answers. It is an A-Z guide for assisting
people-helpers--pastors, professional counselors, youth workers, and everyday believers--to
easily access a full array of information to aid them in (formal and informal) counseling
situations. Issues addressed include addictions, forgiveness, sexual abuse, worry, and many
more. Each of the 40 topics covered follows a helpful eight-part outline and identifies: 1) typical
symptoms and patterns, 2) definitions and key thoughts, 3) questions to ask, 4) directions for
Page 17/19

Read Free Christian Marriage Counseling Manual
the conversation, 5) action steps, 6) biblical insights, 7) prayer starters, and 8) recommended
resources. About the series The Quick-Reference Guides are A-Z guides that assist peoplehelpers--pastors, professional counselors, youth workers, and everyday believers--to easily
access a full array of information to aid them in (formal and informal) counseling situations.
Each of the forty topics covered follows a helpful eight-part outline and identifies: 1) typical
symptoms and patterns, 2) definitions and key thoughts, 3) questions to ask, 4) directions for
the conversation, 5) action steps, 6) biblical insights, 7) prayer starters, and 8) recommended
resources.
'Healing Relationships: A Christian's Manual for Lay Counseling' is designed to equip you, the
layperson, to minister to those who are hurting. Stephan Grunlan and Daniel Lambrides, both
skilled counselors, explain how you can allow Christ's love to bring about a healing
relationship. Sunday school teachers, youth workers, elders - every church member should
have some training in counseling skills so they can turn their interpersonal relationships into
healing relationships. In 13 informative chapters, 'Healing Relationships' presents clear
counseling procedures and illustrates a variety of counseling situations for Sunday school
discussion, Bible study, or personal application. For those who wish to use the book as a group
study, a Leader's Guide is also available.
You aren't a licensed marriage and family therapist. You didn't do a doctoral dissertation on
pastoral counseling. You're simply God's person caring for God's people in the local church.
And the marriages in your church need help. Many pastors feel ill-equipped to handle the
challenges that arise when a couple is going through marital difficulties. They feel lost and
inadequate. What do you say? What counsel do you offer? Should I say anything or just listen?
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Do I schedule a follow-up appointment? Do I ask questions? What questions? If you are or
have been in this situation before, this book offers you a practical guide to get started with the
first sessions and then offers specific guidance on nine of the most common topics that come
up in marriage counseling. Author and pastor Jonathan Holmes offers a solid, biblical theology
and methodology to help you navigate through the world of marriage counseling with the
fundamental conviction that God's word is powerful enough to address the deepest of marital
issues, and robust enough to handle whatever might come your way. In each chapter, you'll
meet a new couple dealing with a different issue, much like the people in your church, office,
and neighborhood. Through the book you'll also hear advice from several respected voices in
the biblical counseling community. Whether you're a novice or already knowledgeable,
Counsel for Couples provides theologically sound and biblically practical tools to help you as
you help couples in need.
Everett L. Worthington Jr. offers a comprehensive manual for assisting couples over common
rough spots and through serious problems in a manner that is compassionate, effective and
brief.
Many pastors, counselors, and theologians consider this book the most helpful on the issue of
marriage and divorce.
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