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Electoral Systems And Democratization In Southern
Africa
Explores the dynamics of electoral system choice and raises questions about the democratic
credentials of the early processes of democratization.
This book seeks to identify the factors that influence the percentage of female
parliamentarians, paying particular attention to the electoral system. The author seeks to
understand the third wave of democratization of political systems, through the particular
perspective of female representation in parliaments.
Democracy and Electoral Politics in Zambia aims to comprehend the current dynamics of
Zambia’s democracy and to understand what was specific about the 2015/2016 election
experience from an interdisciplinary perspective.
How do institutions and electoral systems matter for citizens' electoral choices? This is the first
systematic study that attempts to answer this question for contemporary democracies. The
book assembles leading electoral researchers to examine citizen choice in over 30
democracies surveyed by the Comparative Study of Electoral Systems.
This book offers an incisive analysis of the role of electoral systems in broadening popular
participation in the SADC region. The assessment takes place in the backdrop of SADC's
commitment to democracy as illustrated by developments such as the holding of successful
multi-party elections in several SADC countries in the last fifteen years. Indeed in the last
fifteen or so years SADC has developed institutions and undertaken a number of major
constitutional, legal and administrative changes with the objective of institutionalizing
democracy. The book highlights how a choice of an electoral system may either advance or
retard democracy. It concludes by suggesting that the time may have arisen for SADC
countries to review their electoral systems with a view to ascertaining their continued relevance
having regard to the prevailing realities of each country. The book will appeal to students of
politics and law, politicians, lawyers, researchers, organs of civil society, independent electoral
commissions and all those working in the area of electoral reforms.
Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Region:
Russia, grade: A, OSCE Academy, course: Electoral Systems and Political Parties, language:
English, abstract: Given the fact that none of the international declarations, conventions or
covenants establishes a type of electoral or party systems, which is more democratic than
others, it is a sole prerogative of a sovereign state to decide, which system to follow majoritarian, proportional representation, mixed, or any other – while starting or continuing the
process of democratization. The problem is that incumbent politicians can manipulate the
electoral system in such a way as to ensure victory during next elections to preserve their
power. Kyrgyzstan is precisely such a case. Although, during 14 years of country’s
independence the electoral system has undergone major transformations three times, the
current electoral system can hardly be named democratic. Furthermore, after the Kyrgyz
opposition took over power on 24th March, 2005, one of the first requirements of the civil
society was revision of the constitution, including reformation of the electoral system. Having
come across The New International IDEA Handbook on Electoral System Design, it became
increasingly interesting for me to make an attempt to design the electoral system for
Kyrgyzstan to make it more democratic. Apart from using the handbook on Electoral System
Design, the methods of research include analysis of reports of international organizations such
as OSCE and ICG related to the topic. Hypothesis of the author is the following. In order to
‘democratize’ Kyrgyzstan, i.e. to make the decision-making process more inclusive, to ensure
that majority of voices is heard, and to secure that regional, clan and minorities’ interests are
taken into account, it is necessary, inter alia, to introduce Parallel electoral system, i.e. half of
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the seats in the parliament is to be elected by FPTP run-off in single-member constituencies
while the other half of the seats is to be elected by PR closed party lists.
Electoral Systems and Democratization in Southern AfricaOxford University Press on Demand

The end of the Cold War has changed the shape of organized violence in the
world and the ways in which governments and others try to set its limits. Even the
concept of international conflict is broadening to include ethnic conflicts and other
kinds of violence within national borders that may affect international peace and
security. What is not yet clear is whether or how these changes alter the way
actors on the world scene should deal with conflict: Do the old methods still
work? Are there new tools that could work better? How do old and new methods
relate to each other? International Conflict Resolution After the Cold War critically
examines evidence on the effectiveness of a dozen approaches to managing or
resolving conflict in the world to develop insights for conflict resolution
practitioners. It considers recent applications of familiar conflict management
strategies, such as the use of threats of force, economic sanctions, and
negotiation. It presents the first systematic assessments of the usefulness of
some less familiar approaches to conflict resolution, including truth commissions,
"engineered" electoral systems, autonomy arrangements, and regional
organizations. It also opens up analysis of emerging issues, such as the
dilemmas facing humanitarian organizations in complex emergencies. This book
offers numerous practical insights and raises key questions for research on
conflict resolution in a transforming world system.
A study of the way in which the democratizing states of Asia and the Pacific have
managed political change, with particular focus on innovative reforms to
democratic institutions such as electoral systems, political parties and executive
governments
??Given the centrality of political parties in modern democracies, most research
on these systems either directly address their internal functioning and activities or
question their critical role. Political science has moved from describing institutions
to the thorough analysis of behavior within these institutions and the interactions
between them. The inevitable consequences of the maturing and
institutionalization of the discipline of political science in many countries include
the forming of sub-fields and specialized research communities. At the same time
the number of democracies has vastly increased since the 1980s and although
not each attempt at democratization was eventually successful, more
heterogeneous systems with some form of party competition exist than ever
before. As a consequence, the literature addressing the large issues of party
democracy spreads over many research fields and has become difficult to master
for individual students of party democracy and party governance. The present
volume sets out to review the behavior and larger role of political parties in
modern democracies. In so doing the book takes its departure from the idea that
the main contribution of political parties to the working of democracy is their role
as vehicles of political competition in systems of government. Consequently the
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focus is not merely in the internal functioning of political parties, but rather their
behavior the electoral, legislative, and governmental arenas. Thus several
chapters address how political parties perform within the existing institutional
frameworks. One more chapter looks at the role of political parties in building and
adapting these institutions. Finally, two chapters explicitly address the party
contributions to democracy in established and new democracies, respectively.??
This text examines the potential of electoral engineering as a mechanism of
conflict management in divided societies. It focuses on the little-known
experience of a number of divided societies which have used vote-pooling
electoral systems.
How elites influenced major electoral reform in the emerging democracy of
Indonesia
First published in 1999, the essays in this book examine the context and conduct
of a series of watershed elections held in Anglophone Africa in the first half of the
1990s. These elections crystallized a wider process of democratization,
underway in much of sub-Saharan Africa during the last decade, in which
attempts were made to shift from various forms of authoritarian rule (colonial or
racial oligarchies, military regimes, one-party states, or presidential rule) to
pluralist parliamentary politics. This volume brings together for the first time,
studies of these events in countries sharing a comparable legacy of British
colonialism, an acquaintance with the Westminster constitutional tradition and
related experiences of decolonization and democratic struggle. Written from a
variety of perspectives by contributors with first-hand knowledge and long
experience of research in Africa, the papers situate each election in its wider
political context, examining the political forces at work and the events which gave
rise to reform. All indicate that, despite Western pressure for reform and the
influence of the collapse of the Soviet Bloc in Eastern Europe, internal African
demands for democracy provided the primary driving force for change. Not all the
elections fulfilled the hopes invested in them. In Nigeria, they were annulled
before all the votes had been counted. In Kenya, the disarray of the opposition
ensured the return to power of the old order. Even where they produced a
successful regime transition, the democratic credentials of the new governments
were sometimes seriously flawed. Yet for all these limitations, these watershed
elections signalled important progress for African democracy. They brought a
formal end to colonial rule in Namibia and to three centuries of racial
discrimination in South Africa. They brought changes of government through the
ballot box in Zambia and Malawi, among the first instances in Africa of such
change being accomplished without the use of force. Above all, they provided
African electorates with an opportunity to pass judgement on long-serving
authoritarian regimes – with unequivocal results: in every case, when given the
chance to vote, Africans voted for democracy.
The benchmark first and second editions of Comparing Democracies represented
essential guides to the global study of elections. Reflecting recent developments
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in the field, this timely third edition gives an indispensable state-of-the art review
of the whole field from the world's leading international scholars. With a
completely new thematic introduction which explores how democracy is built and
sustained, thoroughly updated chapters (many of which are also new) , the third
edition provides a theoretical and comparative understanding of the major topics
related to elections and introduces important work on key new areas. Comparing
Democracies, third edition will remain a must-read for students and lecturers of
elections and voting behaviour, comparative politics, parties, and democracy.
Contents: Introduction: Building and Sustaining Democracy Lawrence LeDuc,
Richard G. Niemi, and Pippa Norris PART I: ELECTORAL INSTITUTIONS AND
PROCESSES Electoral Systems and Election Management Elisabeth Carter and
David M. Farrell Political Parties and Party Systems Susan E. Scarrow Party and
Campaign Finance Ingrid van Biezen Election Campaigns Christopher Wlezien
Campaign Communications and Media Claes H. de Vreese PART II: PUBLIC
OPINION AND VOTING Ideology, Partisanship and Democratic Development
Russell J. Dalton Political Participation André Blais Elections and the Economy
Timothy Hellwig Women and Elections Marian Sawer Conclusion The
Consequences of Elections G. Bingham Powell
This paper is one of a series being prepared for the National Research Council's
Committee on International Conflict Resolution. The committee was organized in
late 1995 to respond to a growing need for prevention, management, and
resolution of violent conflict in the international arena, a concern about the
changing nature and context of such conflict in the post-Cold War era, and a
recent expansion of knowledge in the field. The committee's main goal is to
advance the practice of conflict resolution by using the methods and critical
attitude of science to examine the effectiveness of various techniques and
concepts that have been advanced for preventing, managing, and resolving
international conflicts. The committee's research agenda has been designed to
supplement the work of other groups, particularly the Carnegie Corporation of
New York's Commission on Preventing Deadly Conflict, which issued its final
report in December 1997. The committee has identified a number of specific
techniques and concepts of current interest to policy practitioners and has asked
leading specialists on each one to carefully review and analyze available
knowledge and to summarize what is known about the conditions under which
each is or is not effective. These papers present the results of their work.
DIVProvides the first systematic cross-national look at the operation of the Single
Transferable Vote electoral system /div
Predicting Party Sizes connects party systems and government duration to
electoral systems. This book provides an overview of electoral systems,
worldwide, and supplies evidence for models that tie simple electoral systems to
the number and sizes of parties and government duration.
Can democratization be promoted by “getting the institutions right?” In
Unexpected Outcomes, Robert G. Moser offers a compelling analysis of the
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extent to which institutions can be engineered to promote desired political
outcomes. The introduction of democracy in Eastern Europe and the former
USSR has enabled scholars to bring new perspectives to the debate about
electoral systems. Russia is arguably the most important of the postcommunist
states and its mixed electoral system provides an interesting controlled
experiment for testing the impact of different electoral systems. Moser examines
the effects of electoral systems on political parties and representation in Russia
during the 1990s. Moser's study is not only a highly original contribution to our
understanding of contemporary Russian politics, but also a significant step
forward in the comparative study of electoral systems. Through his
comprehensive empirical analysis of Russian elections, Moser provides the most
detailed examination of a mixed electoral system to date. This system was
introduced in Russia to encourage party formation and benefit reformist parties
allied with President Yeltsin. However, the effects were contrary to what the
creators of the system expected and also defied the most well-established
hypotheses in electoral studies. Parties proliferated under both the PR and
plurality halves of the election and patterns of women and minority representation
ran counter to prevailing theory and international experience. With an epilogue
that updates the study through the December 1999 elections, Unexpected
Outcomes makes an important and timely contribution to the ongoing debate
over the ability and inability of elites to fashion preferred political outcomes
through institutional design.
This text presents a discussion of electoral systems and democratization in
Anglophone Africa. Examining countries such as South Africa, Namibia, Kenya,
Zambia and Nigeria, the book explores political crisis and democratic renewal,
electoral manipulation and the transition to democracy.
Mixed-member electoral systems may well be the electoral reform of the 21st
century, much as proportional representation (PR) was in the 20th century. In the
view of many electoral reformers, mixed-member systems offer the best of both
the traditional British single-seat district system and PR systems. This book
seeks to evaluate: why mixed-member systems have recently appealed to many
countries with diverse electoral histories; and how well expectations for these
systems have been met. Each major country, which has adopted a mixed system
thus, has two chapters in this book, one on origins and one on consequences.
These countries are Germany, New Zealand, Italy, Israel, Japan, Venezuela,
Bolivia, Mexico, Hungary, and Russia. In addition, there are also chapters on the
prospects for a mixed-member system being adopted in Britain and Canada,
respectively. The material presented suggests that mixed-member systems have
been largely successful thus far. They appear to be more likely than most other
electoral systems to generate two-bloc party systems, without in the process
reducing minor parties to insignificance. In addition, they are more likely than any
other class of electoral system to simultaneously generate local accountability as
well as a nationally-oriented party system. Mixed-member electoral systems have
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now joined majoritarian and proportional systems as basic options which must be
considered whenever electoral systems are designed or redesigned. Such a
development represents a fundamental change in thinking about electoral
systems around the world.
This handbook provides a comprehensive analysis of the dynamics and
prospects of democratization in East Asia. A team of leading experts in the field
offers discussion at both the country and regional level, including analysis of
democratic attitudes and movements in China, Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan.
Evaluating all the key components of regime evolution, from citizen politics to
democratic institutions, the sections covered include: • Regional Trends and
Country Overviews • Institutions, Elections, and Political Parties • Democratic
Citizenship • Democratic Governance • The Political Economy of
Democratization Examining the challenges that East Asian emerging
democracies still face today, as well as the prospects of the region's authoritarian
regimes, the Routledge Handbook of Democratization in East Asia will be useful
for students and scholars of East Asian Politics, Comparative Politics, and Asian
Studies.
The notion of 'representative democracy' seems unquestionably familiar today,
but how did the Victorians understand democracy, parliamentary representation,
and diversity?
This volume brings together leading scholars in the discipline to discuss the
critical theme of the successes and failures of constitutional design. Leading
lights of the discipline, Arend Lijphart and Donald Horowitz, debate their own
contributions to the field. Emerging scholars then present important new
evidence from Europe, the CIS, Latin America, and Africa. Chapters analyse the
effect of presidential and parliamentary systems, issues of federalism and
autonomy, and the varying impact of electoral systems. The book concludes with
case studies of Fiji, Ireland, Eritrea, Indonesia, Nigeria, and India.
As the number of democracies has increased around the world, a heated debate
has emerged among political scientists about which system best promotes the
consolidation of democracy. This book compares the experiences of diverse
countries, from Latin America to southern Africa, from Uruguay, Japan, and
Taiwan to Israel, Afghanistan, and Iraq.
Can democratic states transplant the seeds of democracy into developing
countries? What have political thinkers going back to the Greek city-states
thought about their capacity to promote democracy? How can democracy be
established in divided societies? This books answers these and other
fundamental questions behind the concept known as 'democracy promotion.'
Following an illuminating concise discussion of what political philosophers from
Plato to Montesquieu thought about the issue, the authors explore the structural
preconditions (culture, divided societies, civil society) as well as the institutions
and processes of democracy building (constitutions, elections, security sector
reform, conflict, and trade). Along the way they share insights about what policies
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have worked, which ones need to be improved or discarded, and, more
generally, what advanced democracies can do to further the cause of
democratization in a globalizing world. In other words, they seek answers to the
question, Is democracy exportable?
Roessler, Andreas Schedler, Jan Teorell, Nicolas van de Walle, Sharon L.
Wolchik
Electoral systems matter. They are a crucial link in the chain connecting the
preferences of citizens to the policy choices made by governments. They are
chosen by political actors and, once in existence, have political consequences for
those actors. They are an important object of study for anyone interested in the
political process, and in this book we subject them to systematic analysis. In
addition to some comparative chapters, the book contains full accounts of the
operation of electoral systems in 22 countries: France, the UK, Germany, Italy,
Israel, Spain, Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, The Netherlands, Ireland,
Hungary, Russia, Australia, Canada, India, the USA, Japan, New Zealand, Chile,
and South Africa. The book provides detailed analyses of the operation of a
diverse set of electoral systems in their national context. Each chapter explains
how the electoral system really works in the given country, examining the
strategic incentives the system provides tovoters, candidates, and parties. All
country chapters have a common format and structure. Successive sections
analyse: the institutional context; how each electoral system was chosen
historically; how the current electoral system operates (the rules, mechanics, and
ballot structure); and the political consequences of the current system (the impact
on the party system, the internal life of parties, and the impact on parliament and
government formation). Each country chapter then contains a final section which
focuses on the politicization of electoral institutions. In recent years many
countries have changed their electoral systems, either entirely or in part so there
is a strong focus on the processes of electoral reform, both historically and
prospectively. The book concentrates on the real world 'politics', as well as the
'political science' of electoral systems. The book will be of interest to those
concerned with the practical political business of electoral reform. The
bookcontains a wealth of evidence about the performance of various kinds of
proportional representation and of non-PR systems. This will be invaluable for
anyone interested in the question: 'What would be the best electoral system for
my country?'
From Kosovo to Kabul, the last decade witnessed growing interest in ?electoral
engineering?. Reformers have sought to achieve either greater government
accountability through majoritarian arrangements or wider parliamentary diversity
through proportional formula. Underlying the normative debates are important
claims about the impact and consequences of electoral reform for political
representation and voting behavior. The study compares and evaluates two
broad schools of thought, each offering contracting expectations. One popular
approach claims that formal rules define electoral incentives facing parties,
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politicians and citizens. By changing these rules, rational choice institutionalism
claims that we have the capacity to shape political behavior. Alternative cultural
modernization theories differ in their emphasis on the primary motors driving
human behavior, their expectations about the pace of change, and also their
assumptions about the ability of formal institutional rules to alter, rather than
adapt to, deeply embedded and habitual social norms and patterns of human
behavior.
Electoral Systems and Political Transformation in Post-Communist Europe
assesses the influence of electoral systems on political change in 20 postcommunist European states. The main finding is that electoral institutions have
systematic effects on the formation of representative structures. 'Party-enabling'
aspects of electoral laws such as list proportional representation tend to foster
popular inclusion in politics and institutionalized party systems, whereas
'politician-enabling' rules such as single-member districts and ballots that allow
voters to select individuals often favour the development of weakly structured
systems and high levels of popular exclusion from the representative process.
Linking Citizens and Parties highlights the pathways through which citizens'
political preferences are expressed by their political parties.
The topic of electoral reform is an extremely timely one. The accelerated
expansion of the number of new democracies in the world generates increasing
demand for advice on the choice of electoral rules; at the same time, a new
reformism in well established democracies seeks new formulae favouring both
more representative institutions and more accountable rulers. The Handbook of
Electoral System Choice addresses the theoretical and comparative issues of
electoral reform in relation to democratization, political strategies in established
democracies and the relative performance of different electoral systems. Case
studies on virtually every major democracy or democratizing country in the world
are included.
Publisher Description
A comparative study of democratic design in Southern Africa, this text finds that
the decisions about how to constitute representative parliaments have wide
ranging effects on the type of parties and party systems that develop.
Some fledging democracies in the world have encountered setbacks due to
political parties trying to grapple with the expectations of sophisticated
electorates and introducing gradual political reforms over the years. This book
describes how democracy is evolving in East Asia and how it assumes different
forms in different countries, with political parties adapting and evolving alongside.
It has a two-fold intent. First, it contends that the existing variety of party systems
in East Asia will endure and may even flourish, rather than converge as liberal
democracies. Second, it highlights the seeming political durability of one party
systems — unlike two-part or multi-party systems in the US and Europe — and
their enduring predominance in countries such as Cambodia, China, Singapore
and Vietnam. Contents:Introduction (L F Lye & W Hofmeister)One Party
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System:Is Democratization Compatible with China's One-Party System? (Y-N
Zheng & L F Lye)The Vietnamese Communist Party and Renovation (Doi Moi) in
Vietnam (D L Thuy)One Party Dominant System:Cambodia: A Hegemonic Party
System in the Making (S Peou)The People's Action Party and Political
Liberalization in Singapore (K P Tan)The End of One-Party Dominance and
Japan's Emergence as a “Common Democracy” (P E Lam)Multi-Party
System:Thai Political Parties in the Age of the Great Divide (P
Chachavalpongpun)Last Chapter of an Uneasy Partnership: The Loss of Jusuf
Kalla in the 2009 Presidential Election (S Hadi)Political Parties and Party System
in Korea after Democratization: Cartelized Party System and Oscillations
Between Two Models (S-H Lim)Priorities for Philippine Political Parties: Mass
Membership, Political Education, and Party Development Law (D T
Gonzalez)Taiwan's Democratization and the Freezing of the Party System (H-Y
Shyu)Two Key Stumbling Blocks for Hong Kong's Democratization: Personal
Vote and Beijing's Policies (H Y Li) Readership: Students and academics
studying and teaching political science and history, with particular emphasis on
the Asian context; executives in the media and non-profit organizations, policy
makers in governments and non-government organizations.
Keywords:Democracy;Democratisation;Political Parties;Party Systems;East
Asia;Civil Society;Non-Governmental Organizations;Multi-Party System;OneParty System;One-Party Dominant System;AuthoritarianismKey
Features:Challenges predictable views of the development of party systems and
political parties in East AsiaShowcases the prevailing historical, political and
socioeconomic conditions of East Asian countriesReviews: “This is an
impressive and comprehensive book. The case studies in this book also add
credence to the thesis that a stable party system contributes to democratic
consolidation.” Democratization
Elections and Democracy addresses the contrast between two different views on
representative democracy. According to the first view elections are a mechanism
to hold government accountable. In the second view elections are primarily a
means to ensure that citizens' views and interests are properly represented in the
democratic process. The majoritarian and consensus models of democracy are
the embodiment in institutional structures of these two different views of
democracy. In the majoritarian view the single most important function of an
election is the selection of a government. The concentration of power in the
hands of an elected majority government makes it accountable to the people. In
consensus models of democracy, or proportional systems, the major function of
elections is to elect the members of parliament who together should be as
representative as possible of the electorate as a whole. The criterion for the
democratic quality of the system is how representative parliament really is. The
book explores how far these different views and their embodiment in institutional
structures influence vote choice, political participation and satisfaction with the
functioning of democracy. The volume is based on data from the Comparative
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Study of Electoral Systems (CSES), a comparative study across 36 countries.
The general conclusion of the book is that formal political institutions are less
relevant for people's attitudes and behavior than often presumed. Rather than
formal political institutions like the electoral system it seems to be characteristics
of the party system like polarization and the clarity of responsibility that really
matter. The Comparative Study of Electoral Systems (CSES) is a collaborative
program of research among election study teams from around the world.
Participating countries include a common module of survey questions in their
post-election studies. The resulting data are deposited along with voting,
demographic, district, and macro variables. The studies are then merged into a
single, free, public dataset for use in comparative study and cross-level analysis.
The set of volumes in this series is based on these CSES modules, and the
volumes address the key theoretical issues and empirical debates in the study of
elections and representative democracy. Some of the volumes will be organized
around the theoretical issues raised by a particular module, while others will be
thematic in their focus. Taken together, these volumes will provide a rigorous and
ongoing contribution to understanding the expansion and consolidation of
democracy in the twenty-first century. Series editors: Hans-Dieter Klingemann
and Ian McAllister
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