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Understanding Argument in a Post-Truth World equips readers with modern
argumentative strategies that complement the technological and information-rich era in
which we live. The text recognizes that individuals today need practical evaluative
techniques in order to effectively construct well-informed, critical stances on a variety of
issues. Within the context of modern American society, readers learn how to sharpen
their critical thinking skills, effectively contribute to civil discourse, and sift through the
deluge of information available to them via the media, internet, news outlets, and more.
The book introduces readers to three major argument models--the Toulmin model, the
stock issues model, and the narrative paradigm--and demonstrates how to apply them
in real-world settings. They study deductive, inductive, and abductive reasoning, the
impact of logical fallacies on argument, refutation strategies and pitfalls, and how to
assess bias. Full of timely and valuable information, Understanding Argument in a PostTruth World is an ideal textbook for courses in argumentation, civil discourse, and
communication and critical thinking. Heather Walters is a senior instructor of
communication and assistant director of debate/forensics at Missouri State University.
She earned her master's and bachelor's degrees from Missouri State University and her
Juris Doctorate from the University of Maryland School of Law. Walters debated for
Missouri State and has won numerous national and regional debate awards. Her
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scholarly interests include argumentation/persuasion, legal communication, and
communication theory. Kristen Stout is an instructor and director of debate/forensics at
Crowder College and also teaches courses in argumentation and public speaking at
Missouri State University, where she earned her M.A. degree. She is a governing board
member of the Speech and Theatre Association of Missouri. Her research interests
include argumentation in the digital age, academic debate in the classroom, and the
rise of non-traditional news and media outlets.
Increasingly, Western culture embraces confusion as a virtue and decries certainty as a
sin. Those who are confused about sexuality and identity are viewed as heroes. Those
who are confused about morality are progressive pioneers. Those who are confused
about spirituality are praised as tolerant. Conversely, those who express certainty about
any of these issues are seen as bigoted, oppressive, arrogant, or intolerant. This
cultural phenomenon led the compilers of the Oxford English Dictionary to name "posttruth" their word of the year in 2016. How can Christians offer truth and clarity to a world
that shuns both? By accurately describing the Culture of Confusion and how it has
affected our society, author Abdu Murray seeks to awaken Westerners to the plight we
find ourselves in. He also challenges Christians to consider how they have played a
part in fostering the Culture of Confusion through bad arguments, unwise labeling, and
emotional attacks. Ultimately, Saving Truth provides arguments from a Christian
perspective for the foundations of truth and how those foundations apply to sexuality,
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identity, morality, and spirituality. For those enmeshed in the culture of confusion, the
book offers a way to untangle oneself and find hope in the clarity that Christ offers.
This book explores the challenges that disinformation, fake news, and post-truth politics
pose to democracy from a multidisciplinary perspective. The authors analyse and
interpret how the use of technology and social media as well as the emergence of new
political narratives has been progressively changing the information landscape,
undermining some of the pillars of democracy. The volume sheds light on some topical
questions connected to fake news, thereby contributing to a fuller understanding of its
impact on democracy. In the Introduction, the editors offer some orientating definitions
of post-truth politics, building a theoretical framework where various different aspects of
fake news can be understood. The book is then divided into three parts: Part I helps to
contextualise the phenomena investigated, offering definitions and discussing key
concepts as well as aspects linked to the manipulation of information systems,
especially considering its reverberation on democracy. Part II considers the phenomena
of disinformation, fake news, and post-truth politics in the context of Russia, which
emerges as a laboratory where the phases of creation and diffusion of fake news can
be broken down and analysed; consequently, Part II also reflects on the ways to
counteract disinformation and fake news. Part III moves from case studies in Western
and Central Europe to reflect on the methodological difficulty of investigating
disinformation, as well as tackling the very delicate question of detection, combat, and
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prevention of fake news. This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of
political science, law, political philosophy, journalism, media studies, and computer
science, since it provides a multidisciplinary approach to the analysis of post-truth
politics.
This book analyses the relationship between digital media systems and post truth
politics. It demonstrates that the complexity of modern systems is an existential
challenge for our ability to understand and research these issues. A new theory is
proposed for studying complexity, explaining how system interactionism differs from
established ideas, including assemblage and actor network theories. After considering
the social system of Niklas Luhmann, the author proposes an interactionist
methodology better equipped to deal with system complexity. A description of the
logical operations of the digital and political systems is provided, establishing
precedents for an analysis of the role of hypertext in shaping the emergent digitalpolitics. The book demonstrates how the principles of system interactionism can guide
digital media research into polarisation and political language.
This book combines political theory with media and communications studies in order to
formulate a theory of post-truth, concentrating on the latter’s preconditions, context,
and functions in today’s societies. Contrary to the prevalent view of post-truth as
primarily manipulative, it is argued that post-truth is, instead, a collusion in which
audiences willingly engage with aspirational narratives co-created with the
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communicators. Meanwhile, the broader meta-framework for post-truth is provided by
mediatisation—increasing subjection of a variety of social spheres to media logic and the
primacy of media in everyday human activities. Ultimately, post-truth is governed by
collective efforts to maximise the pleasure of encountering the world and attempts to
set hegemonic benchmarks for such pleasure.
This book offers a much-needed reframing of food discourse by presenting alternative
ways of thinking about the changing politics of food, eating, and nutrition. It examines
critical epistemological questions of how food knowledge comes to be shaped and why
we see pendulum swings when it comes to the question of what to eat. As food facts
peak and peril in the face of conflicting dietary advice and nutritional evidence, this
book situates shifting food truths through a critical analysis of how healthy eating is
framed and contested, particularly amid fluctuating truth claims of a “post-truth” culture.
It explores what a post-truth epistemological framework can offer critical food and
health studies, considers the type of questions this may enable, and looks at what can
be gained by relinquishing rigid empirical pursuits of singular dietary truths. In focusing
too intently on the separation between food fact and food fiction, the book argues that
politically dangerous and epistemically narrow ideas of one way to eat “healthy” or
“right” are perpetuated. Drawing on a range of archival materials related to food and
health and interviews with registered dietitians, this book offers various examples of
shifting food truths, from macro-historical genealogies to contemporary case studies of
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dairy, wheat, and meat. Providing a rich and innovative analysis, this book offers news
ways to think about, and act upon, our increasingly complex food landscapes. It does
so by loosening our empirical Western reliance on singular food facts in favour of an
articulation of contextual food truths that situate the problems of health as problems of
living, not as individualistic problems of eating. It will be of interest to students, scholars,
and practitioners working in food studies, food politics, sociology, environmental
geography, health, nutrition, and cultural studies.
A Player’s Guide to the Post-Truth Condition: The Name of the Game presents sixteen
short, readable chapters designed to leverage our post-truth condition’s deep historical
and philosophical roots into opportunities for unprecedented innovation and change.
Fuller offers a bracing, proactive and hopeful vision against the tendency to demonize
post-truth as the realm of ‘fake news’ and ‘bullshit’. Where others see threats to the
established order, Fuller sees opportunities to overturn it. This theme is pursued across
many domains, including politics, religion, the economy, the law, public relations,
journalism, the performing arts and academia, not least academic science. The red
thread running through Fuller’s treatment is that these domains are games that cannot
be easily won unless one can determine the terms of engagement, which is to say, the
‘name of the game’. This involves the exercise of ‘modal power’, which is the
capacity to manipulate what people think is possible. Once the ‘necessarily’ true
appears to be only ‘contingently’ so, then the future suddenly becomes a more open
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space for action. This was what frightened Plato about the alternative realities
persuasively portrayed by playwrights in ancient Athens. Nevertheless, Fuller believes
that it should be embraced by denizens of today’s post-truth condition.
In a world of "alternative facts" and "post-truth" politics, producing public-interest
journalism is more important than ever—but also more complex. This book examines
how journalism is evolving to meet the demands of the digital media ecosystem, where
lies often spread faster than truth, and where modern news consumers increasingly
expect journalism to be a conversation, not a lecture. • Examines the historical roots of
journalism's crisis while pushing the conversation toward promising experiments and
solutions • Offers insights from digital-era disruptors and innovators, as well as longtime veterans of the news business • Provides context for the 2016 election's "fake
news" phenomenon and explains—in clear and compelling prose—what savvy journalists
are doing to rebuild trust in the real thing
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Nonfiction “There Kevin Young goes again,
giving us books we greatly need, cleverly disguised as books we merely want.
Unexpectedly essential.”—Marlon James Award-winning poet and critic Kevin Young
tours us through a rogue’s gallery of hoaxers, plagiarists, forgers, and fakers—from the
humbug of P. T. Barnum and Edgar Allan Poe to the unrepentant bunk of JT LeRoy and
Donald J. Trump. Bunk traces the history of the hoax as a peculiarly American
phenomenon, examining what motivates hucksters and makes the rest of us so gullible.
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Disturbingly, Young finds that fakery is woven from stereotype and suspicion, race
being the most insidious American hoax of all. He chronicles how Barnum came to
fame by displaying figures like Joice Heth, a black woman whom he pretended was the
161-year-old nursemaid to George Washington, and What Is It?, an African American
man Barnum professed was a newly discovered missing link in evolution. Bunk then
turns to the hoaxing of history and the ways that forgers, plagiarists, and journalistic
fakers invent backstories and falsehoods to sell us lies about themselves and about the
world in our own time, from pretend Native Americans Grey Owl and Nasdijj to the
deadly imposture of Clark Rockefeller, from the made-up memoirs of James Frey to the
identity theft of Rachel Dolezal. In this brilliant and timely work, Young asks what it
means to live in a post-factual world of “truthiness” where everything is up for
interpretation and everyone is subject to a pervasive cynicism that damages our ideas
of reality, fact, and art.
This book presents absorbing and critical expert perspectives on the post-truth
phenomenon that has infiltrated the U.S. political system, media, and populace. •
Analyzes Trump-administration-generated mistruths in a discussion of post-truth
America • Presents varied concerns, perspectives, and thought-provoking topics in
clear, accessible, and engaging words • Explains the historical and social
circumstances that led to post-truth • Details why some people are more apt to
embrace and spread post-truth • Outlines actions to defeat post-truth
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Western societies are under siege, as fake news, post-truth and alternative facts are
undermining the very core of democracy. This dystopian narrative is currently circulated
by intellectuals, journalists and policy makers worldwide. In this book, Johan Farkas
and Jannick Schou deliver a comprehensive study of post-truth discourses. They
critically map the normative ideas contained in these and present a forceful call for
deepening democracy. The dominant narrative of our time is that democracy is in a
state of emergency caused by social media, changes to journalism and misinformed
masses. This crisis needs to be resolved by reinstating truth at the heart of democracy,
even if this means curtailing civic participation and popular sovereignty. Engaging with
critical political philosophy, Farkas and Schou argue that these solutions neglect the
fact that democracy has never been about truth alone: it is equally about the voice of
the democratic people. Post-Truth, Fake News and Democracy delivers a sobering
diagnosis of our times. It maps contemporary discourses on truth and democracy,
foregrounds their normative foundations and connects these to historical changes
within liberal democracies. The book will be of interest to students and scholars
studying the current state and future of democracy, as well as to a politically informed
readership.
Our contemporary moment is preoccupied with arbitrating ‘reality’. With the spectre of
buzzwords like ‘fake news’ and ‘post-truth’ we find a scramble to locate or fix some
sort of universal ‘real’ beneath what are positioned as ‘fake’ articulations. To engage
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with this crisis, this collection argues for the importance of a new conjuncture in
communication and cultural studies of media. Building on Hall’s understanding of
‘conjuncture’ as a way of grasping moments within hegemonic struggle, the essays
suggest that the current moment requires a revitalization of the concept of conjuncture.
The story of the spectacular unravelling of journalism as a profession in Russia in the
last thirty years.
In this book David Block draws on analytical techniques from Critical Discourse Studies
to critically investigate truth, truths, the propagation of ignorance and post-truth.
Focusing on corrupt discourses and agnotology, he explores the role of antiintellectualism, emotion and social media in the cultural creation, legitimisation and
dissemination of ignorance. While encompassing analysis of discourses on Donald
Trump, Brexit, climate change and the Alt-Right, Block furthers our understanding of
this global phenomena by providing a revealing analysis of political communications
relating to corruption scandals involving the Spanish conservative party. Through an
innovative theoretical framework that combines critical discourse and discourse
historical approaches with nuanced political analysis, he uncovers the rhetorical means
by which esoteric truths and misleading narratives about corruption are created and
demonstrates how they become, in their turn, corrupt discourses. This original work
offers fresh insights for scholars of Discourse Analysis, Sociolinguistics, Politics,
Cultural and Communication Studies, and will also appeal to general readers with an
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interest in political communication and Spanish politics.
How we arrived in a post-truth era, when “alternative facts” replace actual facts, and
feelings have more weight than evidence. Are we living in a post-truth world, where
“alternative facts” replace actual facts and feelings have more weight than evidence?
How did we get here? In this volume in the MIT Press Essential Knowledge series, Lee
McIntyre traces the development of the post-truth phenomenon from science denial
through the rise of “fake news,” from our psychological blind spots to the public's
retreat into “information silos.” What, exactly, is post-truth? Is it wishful thinking,
political spin, mass delusion, bold-faced lying? McIntyre analyzes recent
examples—claims about inauguration crowd size, crime statistics, and the popular
vote—and finds that post-truth is an assertion of ideological supremacy by which its
practitioners try to compel someone to believe something regardless of the evidence.
Yet post-truth didn't begin with the 2016 election; the denial of scientific facts about
smoking, evolution, vaccines, and climate change offers a road map for more
widespread fact denial. Add to this the wired-in cognitive biases that make us feel that
our conclusions are based on good reasoning even when they are not, the decline of
traditional media and the rise of social media, and the emergence of fake news as a
political tool, and we have the ideal conditions for post-truth. McIntyre also argues
provocatively that the right wing borrowed from postmodernism—specifically, the idea
that there is no such thing as objective truth—in its attacks on science and facts.
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McIntyre argues that we can fight post-truth, and that the first step in fighting post-truth
is to understand it.
Post-Truth Rhetoric and Composition is a timely exploration of the increasingly
widespread and disturbing effect of “post-truth” on public discourse in the United
States. Bruce McComiskey analyzes the instances of bullshit, fake news, feigned ethos,
hyperbole, and other forms of post-truth rhetoric employed in recent political discourse.
The book frames “post-truth” within rhetorical theory, referring to the classic triad of
logos, ethos, and pathos. McComiskey shows that it is the loss of grounding in logos
that exposes us to the dangers of post-truth. As logos is the realm of fact, logic, truth,
and valid reasoning, Western society faces increased risks—including violence,
unchecked libel, and tainted elections—when the value of reason is diminished and
audiences allow themselves to be swayed by pathos and ethos. Evaluations of truth are
deferred or avoided, and mendacity convincingly masquerades as a valid form of
argument. In a post-truth world, where neither truth nor falsehood has reliable meaning,
language becomes purely strategic, without reference to anything other than itself. This
scenario has serious consequences not only for our public discourse but also for the
study of composition.
At the end of 2019, Americans were living in an era of post-truth characterized by fake
news, weaponized lies, alternative facts, conspiracy theories, magical thinking, and
irrationalism. While many complex interconnected factors were at work, this post-truth
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era was partly the culmination of a cadre of anthropologists and other academics in
American universities and colleges during the 1980’s and 1990’s. In Science and
Anthropology in a Post-Truth World, H. Sidky examines how their untoward dalliance
with problematic and dangerous ideas by Michel Foucault, Jacques Derrida, JeanFrançois Lyotard, Bruno Latour, and Jean Baudrillard informed and empowered a
forceful assault on science and truth in the following decades by corporate
organizations, politicians, religious extremists, and right-wing populists.
'A Malcolm Gladwell-style social psychology/behavioural economics primer' Evening
Standard Low-level dishonesty is rife everywhere, in the form of exaggeration, selective
use of facts, economy with the truth, careful drafting - from Trump and the Brexit debate
to companies that tell us 'your call is important to us'. How did we get to a place where
bullshit is not just rife but apparently so effective that it's become the communications
strategy of our times? This brilliantly insightful book steps inside the panoply of
deception employed in all walks of life and assesses how it has come to this. It sets out
the surprising logic which explains why bullshit is both pervasive and persistent. Why
are company annual reports often nonsense? Why should you not trust estate agents?
And above all, why has political campaigning become the art of stretching the truth?
Drawing on behavioural science, economics, psychology and of course his knowledge
of the media, Evan ends by providing readers with a tool-kit to handle the kinds of
deceptions we encounter every day, and charts a route through the muddy waters of
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the post-truth age.
Post-TruthMIT Press
The best-selling author of Is There Life After High School? reveals the pervasiveness of
deceitful behavior in American society, drawing on current research to explain why
people lie and tolerate dishonesty on a daily basis, and profiling the deceptive
behaviors of such figures as journalist Jayson Blair and professor Joseph Ellis. 20,000
first printing.
In the wake of Brexit and Trump, the debate surrounding post-truth fills the newspapers
and is at the center of the public debate. Democratic institutions and the rule of law
have always been constructed and legitimized by discourses of truth. And so the issue
of "post-truth" or "fake truth" can be regarded as a contemporary degeneration of that
legitimacy. But what, precisely, is post-truth from a theoretical point of view? Can it
actually change perceptions of law, of institutions and political power? And can it affect
our understanding of society and social relations? What are its ideological premises?
What are the technical conditions that foster it? And most importantly, does it have
anything to teach lovers of the truth? Pursuing an interdisciplinary perspective, this
book gathers both well-known and newer scholars from a range of subject areas, to
engage in a philosophical interrogation of the relationship between truth and law.
‘Post-truth’ was Oxford Dictionaries 2016 word of the year. While the term was coined
by its disparagers in the light of the Brexit and US presidential campaigns, the roots of
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post-truth lie deep in the history of Western social and political theory. Post-Truth
reaches back to Plato, ranging across theology and philosophy, to focus on the
Machiavellian tradition in classical sociology, as exemplified by Vilfredo Pareto, who
offered the original modern account of post-truth in terms of the ‘circulation of elites’.
The defining feature of ‘post-truth’ is a strong distinction between appearance and
reality which is never quite resolved and so the strongest appearance ends up passing
for reality. The only question is whether more is gained by rapid changes in appearance
or by stabilizing one such appearance. Post-Truth plays out what this means for both
politics and science.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NCND) open access license. Debates over science, facts, and values are pivotal in the
struggle for environmental justice. For decades, environmental justice activists have
campaigned against the misuse of science, engaging in community-led citizen science
that champions knowledge produced by and for ordinary people living with
environmental risks and hazards. However, post-truth politics have threatened science
itself. Toxic truths examines the relationship between environmental justice and citizen
science, focusing on enduring issues and new challenges in a post-truth age. The
volume features a range of community-based participatory environmental health and
justice research projects that seek to establish different ways of sensing, witnessing,
and interpreting environmental injustice. From struggles in American hog country and
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contaminated indigenous communities, to local environmental controversies in Spain
and China, this volume examines political strategies for seeking environmental justice.
With international, interdisciplinary contributions from distinguished authors, emerging
scholars and community activists, Toxic truths is essential reading for those seeking to
understand the cutting edge of citizen science and activism around the world.
This book discusses post-truth not merely as a Western issue, but as a problematic
political and cultural condition with global ramifications. By locating the roots of the
phenomenon in the trust crisis suffered by liberal democracy and its institutions, the
book argues that post-truth serves as a space for ideological conflicts and geopolitical
power struggles that are reshaping the world order. The era of post-truth politics is thus
here to stay, and its reach is increasingly global: Russian trolls organizing events on
social media attended by thousands of unaware American citizens; Turkish progovernment activists amplifying on Twitter conspiracy theories concocted via Internet
imageboards by online subcultures in the United States; American and European social
media users spreading fictional political narratives in support of the Syrian regime; and
Facebook offering a platform for a harassment campaign by Buddhist ultra-nationalists
in Myanmar that led to the killing of thousands of Muslims. These are just some of the
examples that demonstrate the dangerous effects of the Internet-driven global diffusion
of disinformation and misinformation. Grounded on a theoretical framework yet written
in an engaging and accessible way, this timely book is a valuable resource for students,
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researchers, policymakers and citizens concerned with the impact of social media on
politics.
Where would we be without the truth telling of Moses, Jesus, Martin Luther King Jr.and you? The choice is clear: truth, justice, and freedom, or lies, injustice, and
bondage? The good life and a just society depend on truth telling- but are we more
comfortable with lies and fake news?
2016 marked the birth of the post-truth era. Sophistry and spin have coloured politics
since the dawn of time, but two shock events - the Brexit vote and Donald Trump's
elevation to US President - heralded a departure into murkier territory. From Trump
denying video evidence of his own words, to the infamous Leave claims of £350 million
for the NHS, politics has rarely seen so many stretching the truth with such impunity.
Bullshit gets you noticed. Bullshit makes you rich. Bullshit can even pave your way to
the Oval Office. This is bigger than fake news and bigger than social media. It's about
the slow rise of a political, media and online infrastructure that has devalued truth. This
is the story of bullshit: what's being spread, who's spreading it, why it works - and what
we can do to tackle it.
History in a Post-Truth World: Theory and Praxis explores one of the most significant
paradigm shifts in public discourse. A post-truth environment that appeals primarily to
emotion, elevates personal belief, and devalues expert opinion has important
implications far beyond Brexit or the election of Donald Trump, and has a profound
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impact on how history is produced and consumed. Post-truth history is not merely a
synonym for lies. This book argues that indifference to historicity by both the purveyor
and the recipient, contempt for expert opinion that contradicts it, and ideological
motivation are its key characteristics. Taking a multidisciplinary approach, this work
explores some of the following questions: What exactly is post-truth history? Does it
represent a new phenomenon? Does the historian have a special role to play in
preserving public memory from ‘alternative facts’? Do academics more generally have
an obligation to combat fake news and fake history both in universities and on social
media? How has a ‘post-truth culture’ impacted professional and popular historical
discourse? Looking at theoretical dimensions and case studies from around the world,
this book explores the violent potential of post-truth history and calls on readers to
resist.
This edited volume looks at whether it is possible to be more transparent about
uncertainty in scientific evidence without undermining public understanding and trust.
With contributions from leading experts in the field, this book explores the
communication of risk and decision-making in an increasingly post-truth world. Drawing
on case studies from climate change to genetic testing, the authors argue for better
quality evidence synthesis to cut through the noise and highlight the need for more
structured public dialogue. For uncertainty in scientific evidence to be communicated
effectively, they conclude that trustworthiness is vital: the data and methods underlying
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statistics must be transparent, valid, and sound, and the numbers need to demonstrate
practical utility and add social value to people’s lives. Presenting a conceptual
framework to help navigate the reader through the key social and scientific challenges
of a post-truth era, this book will be of great relevance to students, scholars, and policy
makers with an interest in risk analysis and communication.
An introduction: can critical media literacy save us? / Christian Z. Goering and P. l.
Thomas -- An educator's primer: fake news, post-truth, and a critical free press / P. l.
Thomas -- Reconsidering evidence in real world arguments / Troy Hicks and Kristen
Hawley Turner -- What is the story? reading the web as narrative / Sharon A. Murchie
and Janet A. Neyer -- Fighting "fake news" in an age of digital disorientation: towards
"Real news," critical media literacy education, and independent journalism for 21st
century citizens / Rob Williams -- Educating the myth-led: critical literacy pedagogy in a
post-truth world / Robert Williams and Daniel Woods -- Teaching critical media literacy
as a social process in writing intensive classrooms / Joanne Addison -- Before you click
"share": mindful media literacy as a positive civic act / Jason l. Endacott, Matthew l.
Dingler, Seth D. French and John P. Broome -- Engaging the storied mind: teaching
critical media literacy through narrative / Erin O'Neill Armendarez -- Supporting mediasavvy youth-activists: the case of Marcus Yallow / Mark A. Lewis -- Creating wobble in
a world of spin: positioning students to challenge media poses / Sarah Bonner, Robyn
Seglem and Antero Garcia
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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the Pulitzer Prize–winning critic comes an
impassioned critique of America’s retreat from reason We live in a time when the very
idea of objective truth is mocked and discounted by the occupants of the White House.
Discredited conspiracy theories and ideologies have resurfaced, proven science is once
more up for debate, and Russian propaganda floods our screens. The wisdom of the
crowd has usurped research and expertise, and we are each left clinging to the beliefs
that best confirm our biases. How did truth become an endangered species in
contemporary America? This decline began decades ago, and in The Death of Truth,
former New York Times critic Michiko Kakutani takes a penetrating look at the cultural
forces that contributed to this gathering storm. In social media and literature, television,
academia, and politics, Kakutani identifies the trends—originating on both the right and
the left—that have combined to elevate subjectivity over factuality, science, and common
values. And she returns us to the words of the great critics of authoritarianism, writers
like George Orwell and Hannah Arendt, whose work is newly and eerily relevant. With
remarkable erudition and insight, Kakutani offers a provocative diagnosis of our current
condition and points toward a new path for our truth-challenged times.
Navigating Post-Truth and Alternative Facts: Religion and Science as Political Theology
is an edited volume that explores the critical intersection of religion, science, and
politics. Contributors reflect on the role of interdisciplinary scholarship for the health of a
society threatened by post-truth and alternative facts.
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In our post-truth world, tapping into people's emotions has proved far more effective
than rational argument - and, as Philip Seargeant argues in this illuminating and
entertaining book, the most powerful tool for manipulating emotions is a gripping
narrative. From Trump's America to Brexit Britain, weaving a good story, featuring
fearless protagonists, challenging quests against seemingly insurmountable odds, and
soundbite after soundbite of memorable dialogue has been at the heart of political
success. So does an understanding of the art of storytelling help explain today's
successful political movements? Can it translate into a blueprint for victory at the ballot
box? The Art of Political Storytelling looks at how stories are created, shared and
contested, illuminating the pivotal role that persuasive storytelling plays in shaping our
understanding of the political world we live in. By mastering the tools and tricks of
narrative, and evaluating the language and rhetorical strategies used to craft and enact
them, Seargeant explains how and why today's combination of new media, populism
and partisanship makes storytelling an ever more important part of the persuasive and
political process. In doing so, the book offers an original and compelling way of
understanding the chaotic world of today's politics.
Brands are built on trust, but in a post-truth world they're faced with a serious
challenge: so much of modern life is defined by mistrust. A shattering of the vital trust
connection between brands and consumers, together with the evaporation of
authenticity as a core brand pillar, is causing enormous problems for businesses on a
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global scale. If a brand isn't seen as trustworthy, then when choice is available it will be
rejected in favour of one that is. The Post-Truth Business provides a way forward for
any organization wishing to rebuild brand authenticity in a distrustful world. It explains
the interconnected problems facing businesses, with important topics including: - The
impact of fake news, disinformation and the weaponizing of lies - The safeguarding of
privacy, alongside privacy as a tradable asset - Why and how brands must create
communication with meaning - The dangers of inauthentic cultural marketing activities Examples of conscious capitalism and brand activism - Lessons in authenticity from
artisans and innovators - National branding and reputation capital - Leveraging the
power of 'brand trust' The Post-Truth Business shows how to strengthen consumer
engagement by closing the 'brand credibility gap'. It's packed with examples of inspiring
people, brands and international campaigns from the fashion, beauty, outdoor, motor,
drinks, finance, media, technology, entertainment and health sectors. Each of them
demonstrates a dynamic and positive way forward.
This book engages with post-truth as a problem of societal order and for scholarly
analysis. It claims that post-truth discourse is more deeply entangled with main Western
imaginations of knowledge societies than commonly recognised. Scholarly responses
to post-truth have not fully addressed these entanglements, treating them either as
something to be morally condemned or as accusations against which scholars have to
defend themselves (for having somehow contributed to it). Aiming for wider
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problematisations, the authors of this book use post-truth to open scholarly and societal
assumptions to critical scrutiny. Contributions are both conceptual and empirical,
dealing with topics such as: the role of truth in public; deep penetrations of ICTs into
main societal institutions; the politics of time in neoliberalism; shifting boundaries
between fact – value, politics – science, nature – culture; and the importance of critique
for public truth-telling. Case studies range from the politics of nuclear power and
election meddling in the UK, over smart technologies and techno-regulation in Europe,
to renewables in Australia. The book ends where the Corona story begins: as
intensifications of Modernity’s complex dynamics, requiring new starting points for
critique.
Welcome to the Post-Truth era— a time in which the art of the lie is shaking the very
foundations of democracy and the world as we know it. The Brexit vote; Donald
Trump’s victory; the rejection of climate change science; the vilification of immigrants;
all have been based on the power to evoke feelings and not facts. So what does it all
mean and how can we champion truth in in a time of lies and ‘alternative facts’? In this
eye-opening and timely book, Post-Truth is distinguished from a long tradition of
political lies, exaggeration and spin. What is new is not the mendacity of politicians but
the public’s response to it and the ability of new technologies and social media to
manipulate, polarise and entrench opinion. Where trust has evaporated, conspiracy
theories thrive, the authority of the media wilt and emotions matter more than facts .
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Now, one of the UK’s most respected political journalists, Matthew d’Ancona
investigates how we got here, why quiet resignation is not an option and how we can
and must fight back.
It is commonly believed that populist politics and social media pose a serious threat to
our concept of truth. Philosophical pragmatists, who are typically thought to regard truth
as merely that which is 'helpful' for us to believe, are sometimes blamed for providing
the theoretical basis for the phenomenon of 'post-truth'. In this book, Sami Pihlström
develops a pragmatist account of truth and truth-seeking based on the ideas of William
James, and defends a thoroughly pragmatist view of humanism which gives space for a
sincere search for truth. By elaborating on James's pragmatism and the 'will to believe'
strategy in the philosophy of religion, Pihlström argues for a Kantian-inspired
transcendental articulation of pragmatism that recognizes irreducible normativity as a
constitutive feature of our practices of pursuing the truth. James himself thereby
emerges as a deeply Kantian thinker.

Communicating with Memes: Consequences in Post-truth Civilization
investigates the consequences of memetic communication, including online
harassment, the election of Donald Trump, and the resurgence of onceeradicated diseases. The author examines the causes of these consequences,
and what action—if any—should be taken in response.
A provocative and balanced examination of our social and political situation in the
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wake of the Trump presidency—by a cutting-edge philosopher of our times The
world is in turmoil. As populist waves roil in the UK, Europe, Turkey, Russia,
Asia—and most visibly, the U.S., with the election of Donald Trump—nationalist
and extremist political forces threaten the progress made over many decades.
Democracies are reeling in the face of nihilism and narcissism. How did we get
here? And how, with so much antagonism, cynicism, and discord, can we mend
the ruptures in our societies? In this provocative work, philosopher Ken Wilber
applies his Integral approach to explain how we arrived where we are and why
there is cause for hope. He lays much of the blame on a failure at the
progressive, leading edge of society. This leading edge is characterized by the
desire to be as just and inclusive as possible, and to it we owe the thrust toward
women’s rights, the civil rights movement, the environmental movement, and the
concern for oppression in all its forms. This is all evolutionarily healthy. But what
is unhealthy is a creeping postmodernism that is elitist, “politically correct,”
insistent on an egalitarianism that is itself paradoxically hierarchical, and that
looks down on “deplorables.” Combine this with the techno-economic demise of
many traditional ways of making a living, and you get an explosive mixture. As
Wilber says, for some Trump voters: “Everywhere you are told that you are fully
equal and deserve immediate and complete empowerment, yet everywhere you
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are denied the means to actually achieve it. You suffocate, you suffer, and you
get very, very mad.” It is only when members of society’s leading edge can heal
themselves that a new, Integral evolutionary force can emerge to move us
beyond the social and political turmoil of our current time to offer genuine
leadership toward greater wholeness.
This book explores whether a beleaguered press in recent years has been
developing an emotive, Eurosceptic post-truth rhetoric of its own – competing for
attention with populist politicians. These politicians now by-pass the media,
talking directly to their publics in blogs, on Twitter and Facebook. In the post-truth
age, objective facts are less influential in shaping opinion than appeals to
emotion. Audiences congregate around views they share and want to believe.
The author presents a critical discourse analysis of the language used by populist
politicians online, on Facebook, and subsequently quoted in the press, which
highlights how the political rhetoric of Italian and British politicians is often at its
most inflammatory around the issue of immigration. The same goes for the press.
The Italian case study focuses on media coverage of the 2014 and 2019
European elections and 2018 general election. The British case study examines
press reporting of the 2016 UK referendum on EU membership, the 2017 general
election, and the September 2019 parliamentary debate immediately following
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the UK Supreme Court ruling that proroguing of Parliament was illegal. From the
picture that emerges, the author argues that journalists need to change how they
report, to challenge the post-truthers, holding them to account and pressing them
on the facts while also harnessing the emotions of disaffected publics.
This book examines the concept of post-truth and the impact it is having on
contemporary life, bringing out both its philosophical and political dimensions.
Post-truth is contextualised within the philosophical discourse of truth, with
particular reference to theories of scepticism and relativism, to explore whether it
can take advantage of these to claim any intellectual credibility. Sim argues that
post-truth cannot be defended on either sceptical or relativistic grounds – even
those provided by recent iconoclastic philosophical movements such as
poststructuralism and postmodernism. The affinity between post-truth and
conspiracy theory is emphasised, and the extent to which post-truth plays a role
in religious doctrine is also considered. Post-truth is seen to constitute a threat to
liberal democratic ideals and our Enlightenment heritage, raising the question of
whether we are moving into a post-liberal age where the far right would hold
power. To prevent this, post-truth urgently needs to be countered.
This edited collection brings together international authors to discuss the
meaning and purpose of higher education in a “post-truth” world. The editors
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and authors argue that notions such as “fact” and “evidence” in a post-truth era
must be understood not only politically, but also socially and epistemically. The
essays philosophically examine the post-truth environment and its impact on
education with respect to our most basic ideas of what universities, research and
education are or should be. The book brings together authors working in
Australia, China, Croatia, Romania, Canada, New Zealand, Portugal, Sweden,
UK and USA.
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